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Be that my taſk, replies a gloomy clerk, 
r 
Whoſe pious hope aſpires to ſee the day 
When moral evidence ſhall quite decay: 
And damns implicit faith and holy lies, 
Prompt to impoſe, and fond to do 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
THE Letters quoted in the following papers 


are, Dr. P.'s letters to Dr. Horne to the Young 


Men, &c,—to Dr. Price—and to the Rev. Mr. 
Parkhurſt ; all lately publiſhed together in one 


pamphlet. 


LETTERS 
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OCCASIONED BY 


HIS LATE PUBLICATIONS. 
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May 1787. 
. | 

HAVE not the honour of the 
leaſt perſonal acquaintance with 
you, but as you profeſs yourſelf - 
to write from, a ſincere love of 
ce truth, I will not aim at any 
apology for troubling you with a 
few letters, on ſome of the ſubjects 
ER I... 


2 LETTER I 

which you have 1o largely, and ſo 
freely treated in your publications. 
As the very reverſe of all your 
propoſitions contains the only hope 


of {alvation which I can entertain, 


either for myſelf or others, you 
muſt allow my views of the matter 
to be too important to admit of 
any ceremony between us. 

As to entering into controverſy 
about fathers and eccleſiaſtical hiſto- 
71es, I certainly ſhall not, there is 
no end-of fuch diſputations ; nor 
do I know any real uſe of them, 
where the matter in debate cannot 
be aſcertained, but on the teſti- 
mony, the ſingle teſtimony, of Di- 
vine Revelation, Here, Sir, I ſhall 
fix my foot, as on the great rock 

4 of 


of everlaſting truth, and from hence 
direct my every argument againſt 
your writings. 

Therefore, with my Hebrew Bi- 
ble before me, as the great foun- 
dation of all the religious truth 
which we are acquainted with, to- 
gether with the New Teſtament, as 
the beſt, and indeed the only in- 
fallible comment. on the Hebrew 
S. S. I will venture an attack on 
the confident and monſtrous aſſer- 
tions of Dr. Prieſtly. | 
Il do not enter upon this, as call- 
ing in queſtion the learning and 
ability of others your opponents; 
J highly honour them, and prefer 
chem far beyond any that I can 
pretend to: but when doctrines 
| B 2 ſub- 


LETTER: 1. 


{ubverſive of Chriſtianity 28 are 
not only publiſned under a notion 
of Chriſtian truth — when theſe 
1 are recommended to the notice 
1 and attention of the youth in our 
two great ſeminaries of learning, 
| ſo that the riſing generation may 
| ceccme forth, like the Egyptian 
. ſwarms, to corrupt the land—it is 
| high time for every man that calls 
N imſelf a Chriſtian, who has a head 
do think, and an hand to write, to 
| "3 bear an open and unreſerved teſti- 
mmony on the occaſion. My ex- 
cuſe, therefore, for preſuming to 
follow thoſe, who are ſo much abler _ 
than myſelf, muſt be contained in | 
David's anſwer to Eliab —& Is 
5 8 THERE NOT A CAUSE? * 
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LETTER 1 " 

The firſt great point in true re- 
ligion, is, to be acquainted with 
the true object of worſhip ; for, 
without this, there can be no true 
worſhip ; and indeed from the 
knowledge. of this all other truths 
muſt flow, as from their fountain- 
head—if this be corrupt, ſo muſt 
they. Dr. P. the great champion of 
the modern Unitarians, with his al- 
lies, the apoſtate “, judicially- blind- 
ed Jews, and the deceived Mabo- 
mietans , leads up all his forces to 
ſecure this point; well knowing 
5 thar all he ſays about the perſon of 
UG Chriſs muſt utterly be loſt, and 
fall into the enemies hands, unleſs 


11. vi. 9, 10, with Acts xxviii. 25—7. 
I Letter to Parkhurſt, 185. 
125 3 a2 God, 


6 LETTER. I, 


a God, ſubſiſting in one perſon * 
be eſtabliſhed, as the only Lord 
God, maker of heaven and earth. 
Hence his treatment of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, comparing it 
to that of tranſub/tantiation in point 
of abſurdity, both with reſpect to 
itſelf, and to the arguments which 
are brought to ſupport it; con- 
cealing from his readers one eſſen- 
tial argument againſt the latter, I 
mean that of our outward ſenſes, 
ſuch as our ſeeing, feeling, taſte, 
and ſmelling, none of which are 
in the leaſt concerned with regard 
to the former. 

This, Sir, muſt be allowed a 
matter of pure revelation ; and as 
1 verily believe that God could not 
| require 


. 


require his people to worſhip him 5 


for 4,000 years together, without 
revealing himſelf to them as the 
true object of worſhip ; ſo I do as 
verily believe, that the name, or 
names, by which he propoſed him- 
ſelf to their knowledge and wor- 
ſhip, are faithfully recorded by 


Moſes, as well as by all the other 


writers of the Hebrew S. S. 
The firſt name which we meet 
with, ſtands the third word in the 


Old Teſtament, namely , 
ALEiM.— This word is plural in 
ſenſe as well as in form, and all that 
Dr. P. and his allies can ſay, can 
no more make it ſingular, than 


they can make its ſingular, dh, 


plural. The ſingular word God, 


B 4 which 


8 LETTER i 


which Dr. P. has given his read- 
ers, as ſtanding in Gen. 1. in our 
Engliſh tranſlation,# anſwering his 
purpoſe much better, he would 
rather have them think that Mo oſes 
wrote in Engliſh, than in a lan- 
guage which opens the earlieſt ac- 
count of the Deity, with giving 
him a plural name. I know full 
well how ill this name ſuits with 
the Unitarian ſcheme, as like- 
wiſe with the Arian, and certain _ 7 
others, and therefore am not in 0 
the leaſt ſurpriſed, that Unitarians, 4 
Arians, &c. ſhould endeavour(how- 
ever vainly) to evade the force of 
it but there it ſtands, and there 
it will ſtand, as a direct and poſi- 
tive teſtimony to a plurality 1 in the 
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Deity; and the gates of hell ſpall 


not prevail againſt it. 

As I mean brevity in this, and 
all my other letters, I will not en- 
ter into the idle cavils, or, in other 
words, into he perverſe diſputings 
of men of corrupt minds, who are 
deſtitute of the truth; but, having 
ſtated the above as an undeniable 
matter of fa, on the teſtimony of 
the Hebrew Bible, only refer you 
to the learned Mr. ParKnursT's 
Heb. and Eng. Lexicon, for a farther 
explanation of the matter, under 
TR, Ne II.; and, taking my leave 


for the e ſubſcribe myſelf, 


8 1 R, 
Your humble ſervant. 


® 1 Tim. vi. 5. 
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LETTER 


. K n. 
INCE I wrote my laſt, I have 

I been thinking to what little 
purpoſe I recommended the word 
dye to your obſervation on the 
authority of the Hebrew S. S. for, 
on looking into your letter to Mr. 
Parkburſt, 1 find the following pa- 
ragraph :— 

_« Admitting the plural form of 
ce the word ſignifying God to be 
ce a juſt foundation for believing 
« that there is a plurality in the 
« divine eſſence, it is only in one 
« particular language, which can 
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te no more be proved to be of di- 
« vine origin than any other lan- 
et guage, and may not even have 
ce been the moſt ancient; ſo that 
ce it might be merely accidental, 
« that this word, as well as ſeveral 


te others in the ſame language, and 


« many in all languages, had a plu- 
&« ral, and not a ſingular form.“ 

The ſeveral members of which 
this moſt ſingular paragraph is 
compoſed, may, I think, be look- 
ed upon as furniſhing ample mat- 
ter for another letter. 

In a paragraph preceding, you 
ſpeak of the futility of the argu- 


ment, which 1s grounded on the 


plural word Aleim, to prove a plu- 


_ rality in the divine eſſence; and 


tell 


* | 


tell us, that «© Baſnage and others 
e have ſhewn the futility of it.“ 
The futility of what, Sir? Do you 
mean that Baſnage and others have 
ſhewn a futility in conſtruing a 
Plural word to have a plural mean- 
ing ? or, that it is futile to lay any 
ſtreſs on a plural word, as prov- 
ing that the ſubject to which it is 
applied has, in ſome reſpe& or 
other, a plurality in it? I am very 
certain that neither Baſnage, Dr. P. 
or any other, can ſhew this, be- 
cauſe it cannot be ſhewn, if, by 
ſhewn, you mean proved, or de- 
monſtrated ; it involves all rules 
of conſtruction in ſuch darkneſs 
and uncertainty, as to deſtroy the 
chief uſe of all language whatſo- 
F _ ever, 


ever, eb is, to communicate 


with its beſt preciſion and certainty 


thoſe ideas of which it treats. 


ee Admitting,” ſay you, „ the 
* plural form of the word ſignify- 


e ing Gop''— Here, Sir, you are 
for admitting, what muſt be de- 
nied, i. e. that the word Aleim ſig - 
nifies God, I mean in its radical, 


true grammatical ſenſe —it is in- 


| deed tranſlated Gob, as by that 
word we underſtand the SUPREME 


BeinG ; and, perhaps, therefore 


the beſt word which our language 
could afford. But, in the firſt 
place, the word Gop is ſingular, 
Aeim is plural; in the next place, 
God is an arbitrary word, only by 


cuſtom and uſe adapted to expreſs | 


1 n n Tx x 0 


the common idea which we annex 7 
to it: whereas Y], from D, WM © 7 
to curſe or denounce a curſe, im 
plies, as a noun in the plural, per- 
ſons denouncing a curſe; ſo perſons 
under an oath, or ſworn to the per- 
Formance of ſomething, lt is a cha- 
racteriſtic of the Hebrew, which 
proves it not of human origin, 
that every word 1s derived from 
ſome fixed root, which root has 
a meaning expreſſive of the na- 
ture, quality, or circumſtances of 
the thing, or action, expreſſed by 
the word. — Hence, Aleim cannot 
be adequately expreſſed by any 
fingle arbitrary word in any other 
language. Tranſlators muſt do as 
well as they can, by ſubſtituting 

5 | the 
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the beſt word which the language 
into which they tranſlate affords, 
however in itſelf inadequate to the 
SZ preciſe and full meaning of the 
S original, for the ſame reaſon that 
F artiſts muſt work with the tools 
they have—they cannot be expect- 
ed to uſe ſuch as they have not.— 
Hence God and Lord are ſubſtitut- 
ed for c and mr; ſo in Greek 
Otog and Kvgos, none of which ade- 
quately expreſs the Hebrew, Now, 
Sir, you aſſert, © that we are no 
« where taught in the Old Teſta- 
« ment, that this myſterious doc- 
ce trine of three divine denouncers of 
% conditional curſe (at the idea 
ce of which the mind recoils)“ ſay 
you (and very conſiſtently with 

your 


C 


the common idea which we annex 


to it: whereas D718, from d 
to curſe or denounce a curſe, im- 


plies, as a noun in the plural, per- 


ſons denouncing a curſe ; ſo perſons 
under an cath, or ſworn to the per- 
Formance of ſomething.—It is a cha- 
racteriſtic of the Hebrew, which 
proves it not of human origin, 
that every word is derived from 
ſome fixed root, which root has 


a meaning expreſſive of the na- 
ture, quality, or circumſtances of 


the thing, or action, expreſſed by 
the word. — Hence, Aleim cannot 
be adequately expreſſed by any 
ſingle arbitrary word in any other 
language. Tranſlators muſt do as 
well as they can, by ſubſtituting 


the 
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the beſt word which the lan guage 
into which they tranſlate affords, 
however in itſelf inadequate to the 
preciſe and full meaning of the 


2 original, for the ſame reaſon that 
| artiſts muſt work with the tools 
they have—they cannot be expect- 

ed to uſe ſuch as they have not.— 

Hence God and Lord are ſubſtitut- 
ed for b and yy; ſo in Greek 
Ocog and Kvpios, none of which ade- 

quately expreſs the Hebrew, Now, 

Sir, you aflert, © that we are no 

ce where taught in the Old Teſta- 

ce ment, that this myſterious doc- 

ce trine of three divine denouncers of 
4 « conditional curſe (at the idea 
= << of which the mind recoils)” ſay 
you (and very conliſtently with 
your 
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your ſcheme) © is to be inferred 
« from the form of the word 
e Aleim.” —Letters, p. 151. 

Do you not here evade the queſ- 
tion? No more is to be inferred 
from the mere form of the word, 

than that it is plural. — The true 
queſtion is concerning its radical 
ſenſe and meaning; which — do 
not at all enter into. 

But « your mind recoils at the 
ce idea.” Does it recoil more at 
this, than at the doctrine of the 
Trinity, the divinity of Cuxisr, the 
atonement, &c.? Not one jot, if 

your own writings are an exact 
copy of your ſentiments. 2 

However, it ſhall be my endea- 

your to eaſe your mind, as far as 
Scripture 


LES 2811: I 


Scripture may do it, with reſpect 
to all theſe points.—And firſt, as to 
perſons denouncing a curſe, or fwear- 
ing, ſignified by the word Aleim, 
I would deſire you to conſider the 
following texts in your Hebrew Bi- 
ble, Gen. xxii. 16—18.—Here we 
find Jenovan, the EssENCE EXIST 
ING, ſwearing by HIMSELF, bind- 
ing himſelf by oath, to confer 
certain bleſſings on Abrabam and 
his ſeed. But, paſſing over many 
ſimilar paſſages, let us come at 
once to the point of the oath con- 
cerning the covenant, by which 
the Meſſiab was to be made the 
High Prieſt of his people; I al- 
lude Pf. cx. 4. Comp. Heb. vii. 
21—28, Now faith the Apoſtle, 

C Hed. 


18 LET ER 1H 


Heb. vi. 16, Men verily ſwear by 
the greater, and an oath for confir- 


mation is to them an end of all ſtrife; 
wherein God, willing more abun- 
dantly to ſhew to the heirs of pro- 
miſe the immutability of his counſel, 
confirmed it with an oath : That by 
two immutable things (i. e. his coun- 
ſel and his oath) in which it was 
impoſſible for God to lie, we might 
have a ſtrong conſolation, who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the 
hope ſet before us: which hope we 
have as an anchor of the ſoul, &c. 

No, Sir, though doubtleſs you 
will ſay that there is no ſuch thing 
as the /oul, yet, ſurely, this paſ- 


ſage fully juſtifies us in ſuppoſing, 


that there is ſome idea of an oath 
in 


3 
+ 
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in the meaning of the word Aleim; 


and that therefore we reaſonably _ 9 
conclude, that it expreſſes not only 1 
a plurality in the divine eſſence, y 


but holds forth to us ſome folemn 
engagement to be performed by 
the perſons in Jenovan, or the 
ESSENCE EXISTING *, 1n the fulneſs 
4 of time, ratified by oath. 
EE Here, leſt I ſhould make this 
letter too long, I will only add 
that I am, 


. 
Your humble ſervant. 


* This appears the moſt literal rendering * 
of the great ONN—Kas O HN—Kai O 1 
EPXOMEN OE. — See Rev. i. 8. 


C 2 11 


4 


LETTER m. 


$ 1 R, 

NOW proceed in the exami- 

nation of the reſt of your para- 
graph, tranſcribed at the begin- 
ning of my laſt. 


In order to get rid of the evi- 


dence of the plural word Aleim, as 
denoting a plurality in Jehovah, 
you obſerve, that © it is only in 
<« one particular language; and 
what then? Is not that one par- 
ticular language * the language in 
which the NAME of Gop is revealed 
to us ?—Conſider diligentiy, Ex. 


Ul, 15. 
See Parkh, Pref, to Heb. and Eng. 


Lexiccn, Þ. it. 
« Which 
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LETTER III. 21 


«« Which can no more be prov- 
« ed to be of divine origin than 
ce any other language.” —This aſ- 
ſertion 1s equally bold and falſe: 


for ſaying this, I refer you to Exo- 
DUS xxxi. 18. And be (Jenovan) 
gave unto Mosss, when he had made 


an end of communing with him 
upon Mount Sinai, two tables of teſti- 
mony, tables of ſtone, WRITTEN WITH 
THE FINGER or ALEIM. Comp. 
Deut. 1x, 10, and Exod. xxxli. 16, 


and then determine, if you can, that 


the language in which the con- 
tents of theſe tables were written 
was not the ſame in whick they are 
now delivered to us, and that « it 
t can no more be proved to be of 
« divine origin than any other 
« language;” though this was 

. Written, 
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written, and ſpoken to the people 
by Gob HIMSELF.—* So that it 
might be merely accidental that 
ce this word had a plural form.” 
| —Rotten premiſes uſually produce 3 
a rotten concluſion. I do not 3 
ſuppoſe, at leaff 1 am not willing 
to ſuppoſe, that there is a man in 
the kingdom, learned or unlearn- 
ed, believer or infidel, except Dr. 
P. who could have advanced ſuch 
1 a propoſition as this, that a word 
evidently plural, and which has as 
evidently its ſingular, a word uſed 
above two thouſand times in the 
Scriptures, ſhould have aſſumed a 
plural form by mere accident that 
God himſelf ſhould both ſpeak and 
write it; that Moſes, and the ſacred 
8 hiſtorians 
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Biſtorians and prophets, ſhould uſe 
It perpetually in a plural form, 
and this without any particular 
Es intention, but induced thereto 
"oo by a merely accidental form of the 
word — is much more eaſily con- 
ceived by Dr. P. than by any who 
do not wiſh to ſilence the evidence | 
which it affords for a plurality in : 
Jzenovan. 1 
I ſhould not, after this, be much , 
ſurprized, if, for the edification of 
the youth at our univerſities, you 
were to publiſh a learned treatiſe, 2 
to ſhew that the firſt Hebrew Bible 
was collected at the compoſing- 
engine of Laputa, and thus ac- 
count for the accident; this would 
furniſh you with a more rational 
C74 con- 
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concluſion, than that which you 
have given us. 

See, Sir, to what abſurd and 
wretched ſhifts you are driven, in 
your oppoſition to the word of 
God. It ſhall mean any thing to 
favour your ſentiments, it ſhall 
mean nothing to contradict them; 
and, in order to effect this, you 
{cruple not, like another Alexan- 
der, to cut the knot which you 
cannot untie. 

I now have a word to ſay to 
you, on ſome ſubjects which are 
nearly connected with the forego- 
ing ; namely, the divinity and pre- 
exiſtence of Jzsus CnaisT ; theſe 
are ſo inſeparable, that the proof 
of the former muſt demonſtrate the 
latter. | My 
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My creed I profeſs to be, that 6 
He is one of the ALEIu, which 
conſtitute the plurality in the divine 
eſſence, coequal and coeternal with 
the other Two; for that the plura- 
lity is limited to THR, all Scrip- 
ture demonſtrates ; and I am aſſur- 
ed, by authority which I deem in- = 
fallible, that all Scripture is given by ; 
: inſpiration of God, and that holy nen 
3 of old ſpake as they were moved by 
ö the HoLy Gnosr, the other divine 
perſon in Jenovan ALEIM. : 
Your creed, if you can be ſaid : 
to have any, appears to be like 
Z that of the fool (Pf. xiv. 1.) who 
| ſaid in his heart 798 x, there 
F are no Aleim. Comp. Pf. liii. 1. ; 
3 If we look into Deut. iv. 33, we ö 
3 are 
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are told, that Jenovan HE 1s A- 
LEIM, and there is none elſe beſides 
vim. Therefore, if we reject him, 
we become Atheiſts in fact, though 
Theiſts in ſpeculation—the argu- 
ment is very concluſive, and the 
ſetting up a God in one perſon, 
whether it be made of ſilver, or 
gold, or wood, or ſtone, graven by 
art or man's device, or ſits en- 
ſhrined, and ſurrounded with fixed 
air, in the brain of a philoſopher, 
ſtill it is an idol, and we know 
(ſays the great apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles) that an idol is nothing in the 
cold, and that there is none other 
God but one, 1 Cor. vill. 4; mean- 
ing, no doubt, the Gop revealed 
in the Hebrew Scriptures to his 


people 
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; 
people of old — that they might fear : 
that glorious and fearful name JE- 9 
HO VAE, their ALEIM. Deut. xxviii. 
58. 5 

With regard to the perſon of 9 
CnrrsT, you hold him out as not 7 
exiſting before he was born of a 
woman; © as a mere man like 
<« ourſelves, the ſon of Foſeph and 
e Mary, capable of miſapplying the 
ce Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
« naturally fallible, peccable, 1 
« weak;” in ſhort, juſt like other 5 
« men.” — This, Sir, is carrying 
Socinianiſm to a greater length than 
any of your predeceſſors have done, 
and is a ſad proof of the truth of 
2 Tim. iii. 13, that evil men and 
ſeducers ſhall wax worſe and wore, 
deceiving and being deceived, How- 

ever 
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ever your allies, the modern Jews, 
may hold with you, I am confi- 
dent that the real followers of So- 
cinus would deſert you ; and as 
for the Mahommedans, from what 1 
recollect of the Alcoran, which I 
once red over in Sale's tranſla- 
tion, I am almoſt as confident, 
that if you were to go, and to have 
your writings publiſhed at Con- 
ſtantinople, you would run the ha- 
zard of being impaled for thus 
reviling © Feſus the Son of Mary,” 
« the Word of, and from, Gop.” 
The length of this letter admo- 
niſnes me to put off any further 
obſervations, till a future oppor- 
tunity. 
I am, sI R, 
Yours, &c. 
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HO is this that cometh from 
Edom, with dyed garments from 
Bozrah ? this that is glorious in his 
apparel, travelling in the greatneſs 


of bis ftrength ? I that ſpeak in righ- 


zeouſneſs, mighty to ſave. 
Wherefore art thou red in thine 
apparel, and thy garments like him 
that treadeth in the wine- fat? 
J have trodden the wine. preſs a- 
lone, and of the people there was none 
with me: for I will tread them in 
mine anger, and trample them in my 
fury; and their blood ſhall be ſprink- 
led on my garments, and 1 will ftain 
all 


. 


all my raiment. For the day of ven- 
geance is in mine heart, and the year 
of my redeemed is come. 
And I looked, and there was none to 
help ; and I wondered that there was 


none to uphold : therefore mine own 


arm brought ſalvation to me, and my 
fury it upheld me. I. Ixiii. 15. 
« Of whom ſpeaketh the pro- 
ce phet this? of himſelf, or of ſome 
ce other man?” An inſpired apoſ- 
tle, and therefore an infallible 1n- 


terpreter, tells us, that he teſtimony 


of Jesus 1s the ſpirit of prophecy ; 
doubtleſs of his prophecy :—for, 
ſays he, He was clothed with a veſ- 
ture dipped in blood, and his name is 
called THE WORD oF Gop, See Rev. 
xix. 13.—And again, ver. 15, 16, 
| Ile 


. 


He treadeth the wine-preſs of the 
ferceneſs and wrath of Almighty 
God. And he hath on his veſture 
and on his thigh a name written, 
KING oF KINGS and Lord oF 
LORDS: 

Now, Sir, think on theſe things, 
compare theſe moſt tranſcendent- 


ly magnificent deſcriptions of the 


Redeemer, with your © fallible, 
ce peccable, weak, ignorant, mere 
« man;“ and, if you are not paſt 
feeling, one ſhould think that you 
can do nothing leſs than collect 
your works together, amounting 
to the enormous ſum of feen 


pounds ten ſhillings for a copy of the 


whole, and commit them to the 
flames. You have a ſtrong pre- 
cedent 


- 
DES 


C © es 


cedent for this, AcTs xix. 19, 
where many of them who uſed cu- 
rious arts, brought their books toge- 
ther, and burned them before all men: 
and they counted the price of them, 
and found it fifty thouſand pieces of 
filver, about /. 1,500 of our mo- 
ney. This was 1n conſequence 
of the name of the Lord Jesvs be- 
ing magnified, ver. 17; and why 
may not the ſame cauſe produce 
the ſame effects in Dy. P. with re- 
ſpect to his books, as it did in theſe 
Epbeſian magicians with reſpect to 
theirs? I do not mean, Sir, by 
this, to charge you with being a 
conjurer—1 am far from any ſuch 
thought. 59718 
The incarnation of one of the 
Alleim 

5 
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Aleim in Jehovah, or of one of the 
perſons in the divine eſſence, is an 
idea which did not owe its original 
to the days of the New Teſtament; 
it pervades the whole of the law 
and of the prophets.—Tbhe ſeed ff 
the woman, promiſed Gen. 111. 15. 
was the foundation of it; and this 
is explained in the ſubſequent parts 
of the Hebrew Scriptures at divers 
39 times, and in divers manners. Some- 
1 times, even by matters of fact, in 
which the very thing itſelf was 
EE exhibited. For inſtance, 70%. v. 
43, Sec. YO 

It came to paſs, that when Joſhua 
das by Jericho, that he lift up his 
Y eyes and looked, and behold, there 
* food A MAN over againſt him, with 
9 his 


his ſword drawn in bis band: and 


| 


34 LETTER Iy. 


Joſhua went unto” bim, and ſaid 
unto him, Art thou for us, or for our 
adverſaries ? 

And be (THE Man) ſaid, Nay ; 
but as Prince of the hoſt of Jehovak 
am TI now come. And Joſhua feli 
with his face to the earth, and did 
worſhip, and ſaid unto him, What 
faith my Lord unto His JO . 
We — 

Aud the Prime of the hoſt Ke Teho- : 
1 ſaid unto Joſhua, Looſe thy ſhoe 
from off thy foot, for the place whereon 
thou ſtandeſt is holy. (Comp; Exod, 
iii. 5.) 

(Now Jericho was fraitly ſhut Ss 
up becauſe of the children of Iſrael; 1 
none went out and none came in.) | 


And 
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And Jehovah ſaid, &c.— This 
MAN is here evidently called IE“ 
HOVAH.— Again; the ſame perſon 
appeared to Manoab and his wife; 
Judges Xill. 3; where he is call- 
ed mW d the Angel, Meſſenger, 
or Sent one, of Jehovah, When 
Manoah aſked the name of this 
D781 WR Man of God, as they 
called him, ſuppoſing him a pro- 
phet (Comp. Deut. xxxiii. 1), this 
auguſt perſonage replies, Why aſt- 
eſt thou thus after my name, ſeeing 
it is WD Wonderful, ver. 18. Now 
let us compare this with J. ix. 6. 
and we fhall find, that this very 
name x59 Wonderful, is one of the 
titles of the Meſſiab, with the ad- 

D 2 dition 
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dition of * Olias/eller-tht Mighty 


— eee at 


recorded Gen. xxxii. 24. And 


and he ſaid, Wherefore is it that 


God—the Everlaſting Father the 
Prince of Peace. 

I will trouble you but with one 
more inſtance, to prove the ap- 
pearance of a perſon in Jebovab, 
under the Old Teſtament, in the 
form of A MAN, in token of his 
future incarnation—and that ſtands 


Jacob was left alone, and there 
wreſtled a MAN with him, &C,— 
And Jacob aſked him, and ſaid, (ver. W 
29) Tell me, I pray thee, thy name: 15 


thou doſt aſe after my name? and he 


Bleſſed him there. And Jacob called 
the name of the place Peniel; for F 


* Zech. v1, 14. 
8 | have 


FF 


have ſeen God οπονn face to face, 
and my life is preſerved. 

If, after reading and attentively 
conſidering this paſſage, we can 
doubt who this perſon was, who 
wreſtled with Jacob, under an bu- 
man form, let the prophet Hoſea 
be called in to clear up the matter, 
(chap. xii. 3-5.) He (1. e. Ja- 
cob) took his brother by the heel in 
the womb, and by his ſtrength he had 


power with God: yea, he had power 


over the ANGEL, and prevailed : he 
wept, and made ſupplication unto 


Him: He found him in BETHEL, there 


He ſpake with us even 8 mm 
Mag JeHovan ALEIM of Hoss, 
mt mm Jexovan 1s HIS MEMO- 
RIAL, 


D 3 See 
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See alſo the appearance of the 

mm qe the Angel Fehovah, to 
Gideon, Judges, vi. 11—24. , and 

his receiving divine honour and 
worſhip, ver. 18—24. 

I releaſe myſelf, and you, from 
proceeding any further at preſent ; 
and am, 

SIR, &c. 
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VO U may obſerve that I have 
1 kept my word, and that 1 
have ſaid nothing from primitive 
Chriſtians, councils, ancient fa- 
thers, or church hiſtories—I chuſe 


to let the Scriptures ſpeak for them 


ſelves; for, if we believe not Moſes 


and the prophets, neither ſpall we be- 


lieve though one roſe from the dead. 
Had I an inclination to puzzle the 
cauſe, I would go to human au- 
thorities : but what men ſay, or 
have ſaid—what they think, .or 
have thought—cught to be of no 
concern with us, on ſubjects like 

D 4 theſe, 
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theſe, where the word of God can 
alone decide: therein is contained 
the mind of God, and to that we 
muſt go for information, if we 
really deſire to know it. Here 
there are no vain diſputations, no 
ſubtle and perplexing reaſonings, 
no jargon of ſcholaſtic terms, no 
differences, no contradictions — 
the ſacred penmen were all actuat- 
ed by one ſpirit; they all ſpake 
the ſame thing, aimed at the ſame 
point, and — THUS SAITH THE 
LoRD—their ſimple argument for 
our believing what they ſaid ;—and 
I verily believe, that neither your- 
ſelf, your friend Dr, Price, or any 
other, however learned he may be, 
can produce ſo good a one. 
| | there- 


. 
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therefore would venture to ad- 
viſe you, Sir, not only to burn 
your own books (as mentioned in 
my fourth letter) but every other 
that would draw you from this. 
Our Saviour recommended the 
above ſimple argument to the Jews 
of his day, who ſeem to me to have 
thought of him pretty much as 


you do. Search the ſcriptures, lays. 


he, they are they which teſtify of me, 
John, v. 39; and again, ver. 46. 
Had ye believed Moſes, ye would have 
believed me + for he wrote of me 
But if ye believe not his writings, 
how ſhould you believe my words? 
Now, Sir, do you believe Moſes's 
writings? Shall I anſwer for you, 


as Paul did for Agrippa - I know 


that 
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that thou believeſt? Would I 
could! but what ground is there 
for this, when you tell us, that 
you © think yourſelf at liberty to 
r conſider the hiſtory which Moſes 
has given us of the creation 
and fall of man, as the beſt he 
e could collet# from tradition; and 
add“ in my opinion, alſo, there 
« are many marks of its being a 
t very lame account; and, far 
4e from ſolving the difficulty which 
it ſeems intended to anſwer, 
cc namely, the introduction of death 
« and calamity into the world.” 
As for Paul, he is to be caſhiered 
as an « inconcluſive reaſoner ;''— 
and as for his writings, 2 they 
« abound with analogies and anti- 
cc theſes, 


FFF 


« theſes, on which No VERY SERI“ 
ce QUS STRESS CAN BE LAID,” —In 
ſhort, Sir, when we recolle& the 
manner in which you have treated 
the ſacred writers in general, and 
their Lord and Maſter in particu- 
lar, I think that, ere long, you will 
make a trio with © My. H. the athe- 
« it of Liverpool, and his friend.“ 
However, Sir, even now there 1s 
much leſs difference between you, 
than you ſeem to be aware of; for 
it appears, from your own writings, 
that you are very little, if at all, 
removed from thoſe deſcribed by 
St. Paul, Eph. ii. 12. as without 
CnRIST aliens from the common- 
wealth of Iſrael —ſtrangers from the 
covenants of promiſe—without hope 


and 
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and without God in the world 
Abeol ev noswy—literally, atbeifts in 
the world —Athet in mundo. Ltus- 
| DEN, 

Sir, there is no comphmenting 
and mincing matters on theſe oc- 
caſions. The Chrif which you 
have deſcribed, is not the Chriſt of 
Moſes and the Prophets, nor of the 
Evangeliſts, and of other New 
Teſtament writers. Your God, in 

one perſon, is not the Jehovah Aleim 
of the Hebrew Scriptures. How 
then can you call yourſelf a 
Chriſtian believer? and, if not, 
are you not an alien from the com- 
monwealth of Tſrael—are you not 
a ftranger from the covenants of 
promiſe ?—Tf ſo, you can have no 
well- 
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well-grounded hope—and if all 
this be the caſe, it will ſtand you 
in very little ſtead to ſay, that Paul 
cc reaſons inconcluſively,” when he 
proves you (as to every intent and 
purpoſe that is worth regarding) 
Abos EU x00jaws 
J am, 
SIR, 
Yours, &c. 
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31, 


T the end of my laſt, I left 
you in no very pleaſant con- 
troverſy with the Apoſtle Paul. His 
character 1s a very extraordinary 
one, and may not be an unprofit- 
able ſubje for this my tb ad- 
dreſs to you. A brief recapitula- 
tion of his hiſtory, as given us by 
himſelf, both before and after his 
converſion, together with a few 
plain obſervations upon it, may do 
us both good; for you may re- 
member, that he was ſet as a pat- 
tern to them which ſhould hereafter 
believe. 1 Tim. i. 16. 
He 
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He tells us, Ads xxii. 3. that 
he was a Jew, born in Tar/us, a 
city of Cilicia; brought up at 7e- 
ruſalem, at the feet of Gamaliel, 
and taught according to the per- 
fect manner of the law of the fa- 
thers, and was zealous towards 
God, as ye are all (ſays he to his 
Jewiſh hearers) this day. He, af- 
ter the example of his father, was 
a Phariſee, chap. xxiii. 6. which 
was the ſtraiteſt ſe&t among the 
Jews, chap. xxvi. 5: they were 
ſcrupulous even in the minuteſt 
circumſtantials of their religion, 
and on this they reſted. They had 
ſtripped the law of all its ſpiritual 
intendment —'the outward letter 
of the moral law was the rule of 

their obedience ; and an obſerva- 
| | tion 
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tion of the outward rites of the ce- 
temonial law, was their meaſure of 
Piety. This was the religion of 
Saul; and fo good a man did he 
think himſelf, that he was, 1n his 
own opinion, as touching the righ- 
teouſneſs which is in the law, blame- 
Jeſs. Phil. iii. 6. He wanted not 
a better righteouſneſs than his own 
to juſtify him: he could, doubt- 
leſs, ſay as much of himſelf as the 
Phariſee in the temple *, and thank 
God that he was not like other 
men, who had broken the outward 
letter of the law, Being ignorant 
of the ſpirituality of the divine law, 
both moral and ceremonial, he, 


under a notion of zeal towards 


® See Luke xvitie gals. 
God, 
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God, and in a moſt furious rage to 
maintain the traditions of his fa- 
thers, joined moſt heartily in the 
perſecution of the ſect of the Na- 
zarenes, as the diſciples and fol- 
lowers of Chriſt were then called, 
Acts xxiv. 5; in ſhort, they at- 
tacked all his confidence in his 
own obedience; all his truſt in the 
rites of the ceremonial law was 
ſhaken to the foundation, when 
they preached the Croſs of Chriſt, 
and inſiſted that there was no other 
name given under heaven whereby 
men could be ſaved, than that of 
Jzsus. Acts iv. 12. He was one 
who was preſent at the ſtoning of 
Stephen, Acts vii. 58—And heard 
him, with his laft breath, calling 
E upon 
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upon and ſaying, Loxp Jꝝsvs, RE- 
CEIVE MY SPIRIT, No doubt but 
Saul (who afterwards was called 
Paul) and all that ſtood by, were 
highly offended at this prayer. I 
queſtion whether Dr. P. Dr. Price, 
Mr. Lindſey and Co. could be 
more offended than they were. 

As for Saul, he made havoc of the 
church; entering into every houſe, 
and haling men and women, commit- 

ted them to. priſm, Ads viii. 3. 
And breathing out threatenings and 
laughter againſt the diſciples of the 
Lord—He procured a plenary com- 
miſſion from the High Prieſt, to the 
ſynagogues at Damaſcus, to arreſt, 
and ſend bound to Jeruſalem, any 
of this way, men or women, Ads ix. 
1, 2 3 


„„ 


1,2; for Saul thought that he ought 
to do many things (and this among 
the reſt) contrary to the name of 
Jesvs, Acts xxvi. 9; and particu- 
larly to deſtroy all, who, as Stephen 
had done, called upon this name“; 
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® To call on the name, ſigniſies, in the lan- 
guage of Scripture, to avor/bip, to make ſuppli- 
cation, prayer, and thankſgiving ; ſee Gen. iv. 
26, 1 Kings xviii. 24, Pf, cxvi. 17. Pſ. 
cv. 1. Fonah i. 6. & al. freq.; and it is rea; 
dily agreed, that no creature can be the ob- 
ject of it. Names, in the Hebrew Bible, were 
not given arbitrarily, as among us; they al- 
ways denoted ſome quality or character of 
the things or perſons on which they were 
impoſed. Hence Maſes called the name of 
Ohhea, who was to ſubdue the enemies of the 
Ißraelites, and bring them into the promiſed 
land, Jehoſbua, Numb. x11. 16.; thus add- 
ing one of the divine names , the Once, 
5 ; "8 He 
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ETIX&%Azpevougs To O rio, Acts ix. 
21. 

Saul, armed with his high com- 
miſſion, ſets forth for Damaſcus, in 


He who Is, the 0 QN, to the word ywin from 
vw? to /avez and thus was he a type or figure 
in name, as well as in deed, of the true vim! 
or Jeſus, who was ſo named of the angel before 
He avas conceived in the womb, becauſe he was 
#0 ſave his people from their ſpiritual enemies, 
their fins—Thus doth the name JI Esus an- 
{wer to IMmManuEL—Gop wiTH us. 


Thus the compound name ywin JEno- 


SHUA, or IESUs, importing JEHOVAH the 
SaviouR, carries, in itielf, a complete an- 
ſwer to all Dr. P.'s profane and abſurd ri- 
baldry againſt the divinity and pre-exiftence of 
OUR GoD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 


This is He of whom it is written—ZBeware 


of him—obey his wvoice—provoke him no. U L 


NAME 18 1n Him. See Excd, xxiii. 20; 21. 


and Comp. Pſ. ii. 12, 


order 
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order to fulfil it; when, lo! a ſud- 
den ſtop is put to his career, he is 
himſelf arreſted, convicted, hum 
bled to the duſt, changed into an- 
other man, as it were. — Saul the 
blaſphemer, perſecutor, and injurious 
reviler, T&zions (See 1 Tim. i. 13.) 
is changed into Paul the apoſtle 
of Jxsus CHRIST, by the command- 
ment of Gop our Saviou, and 
Lord JEsus CHRIsT ; and he re- 
ceives a commiſſion from the LoR D 
HIMSELF, to go and preach thot faith 
which once he deftroyed, Gal. i, 23. 
The whole of this tranſaction is 
recorded, AcTs ix. 1—19, and 
Acts xxvi. 12. 9—18, in which 
laſt portion of Scripture we find 
the words of his commiſſion record- 


E 3 ed; 
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ed; for the plenary fulfilment of 
which, be was filled with the Holy 
GnosrT, Acts ix, 17, latter part. 
So that he might well /uppo/e, that 
he wwas not a whit behind the chiefeſt 
apoſtles. 2 Cor. xi. 5. 

Such was the man whom you 
charge with “ reaſoning incon- 
ce cluſively ;”—* whoſe writings 
« (you lay) abound with analogies 
« and anlitheſes, on which no very 
« ſerious ſtreſs can be laidè.. And 
when certain paſſages, in theſe 
writings, oppoſe themſelves to 
your Unitarian ſcheme, you ſay, 
ce theſe are not in any #i/torical 
te work, but only incidental expreſ- 
c fjons in the epiſtles of Paul f.“ 


= Letters, p. 159. T Ibid. P · 118. 4. | 
As 


2844 


%% 7.72 3 . f,’ 56 


As to the term, © incidental ex- 
ce preſſions, what can you mean ;? 
You quote Eph. 111. 9, and tran- 
ſcribe Col. i. 16, to ver. 20, in- 
cluſive, which contains a formal 
and preciſe explanation of what 
was ſaid at ver. 15, viz. who ig the 
image of the invijible God, the f- 
born of every creature, The former 
clauſe aſſerting the divinity (and 
conſequently the pre-exiſtence) of 
Cnxisr (Comp. Heb. i. 3.) ; the 
latter his holy humanity (Comp. 
Rom. viii. 29.) Then, in the paſ- 
ſage which you quote, he explains 
what he had {aid, ver. 15, as to 
both the points, and proves the 
divinity of Crit from his creating 


ell things, and being before all 


E 4 IDIngs. 


n.. 


things. Then he ſpeaks of him in 
reference to his holy humanity, in 
which he ſuffered—as the begin- 
ning, the firſt-born from the dead 
making peace by the blood of bis 
Croſs. So that Gop and Man Iv 
ONE CHRIST is the grand theme 
on which this inſpired writer deli- 
vers his mind, not in incidental, 
tranſitory expreſſions, though theſe 
would have been of undoubted 
authority (for he ſpake in words 
which were taught him by the Holy 
Ghoſt, 1 Cor. ii. 13.) but in a ſet, 
formal, explanatory argument, for 
four verſes together. 
| I am, &c. 
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LETTER VII. 
1 


A 


Nalogous to Col. i. 15—20. 
is the text, Phil. 11. (—11; 


the fxth verſe of which you 


compliment your Arian friend, 
with having tranſlated properly, 


by rendering agraype nyncalo To 


$1y% 15% Otw—did not covet to be ho- 
noured as God. Now, Sir, this is 
ſo far from à proper tranſlation, as 
to be no tranſlation at all; it is a 
ſort of paraphraſe, which the Ari- 
ans have been forced into, in order 
to ſave the throat of their cauſe ; 
and therefore, why a Socinian, or, 

' AS 


$$ 11 r LK vi. 


as you rather chuſe to call your- 
ſelf, an Unitarian, ſhould clap the 
Doctor on the back, with a ma#e 
eſto, is very apparent. 

Though «© Dr. Horſley will not 
« allow you to know any thing of 
« Greek,” and though perhaps his 


readers may incline to that opi- 


nion, yet I think you will vindi- 
cate your credit in this reſpect, if 
you can fairly prove the above a 


proper tranſlation ; that is to ſay, 


if you can prove Apreypos is not a 
ſubſtantive, fignifying ipſa rapiendi 
actio *, that is, robbery ; that nyto- 


nal, when applied to the ina, 


does not ſignify 10 think, reckon, 


* Hedericus, ſub. voc. 


eſteem; 
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eſteem; and that v b 45a ſigni- 
fies to. be honoured. 

I adviſe you againſt attempt- 
ing, as ſome meienr, have 
5 — as pred rapaciouſly, 
and the like — for there is no 
ſuch adverb in the Greek language; 
the verb Apgragu gives the nouns 
Agraν , Agrayn, and AeTaymos 3 
but its adverb is Apneyipuus, Which 
is not the word made uſe of, 
and therefore, we muſt con- 
clude, not intended by the ape/- 
He. 

« As to the introduction to the 
« Goſpel of St. Fobn, it is not there 
« ſaid, that any thing was made 


by Chiift, but only by the Lo- 


gos, 


60 Lit TN vil. 


« gos, which we maintain to be 
« the word or power of Gop, 
« which, as it were, reſided in 
« Chriſt, to which he aſcribed all 
« the miracles that he wrought, 
ce and which there can be no doubt 
ce (ſay you) did make all things.” 
You maintain the Logos “ to 
te be the word or power of God ;” 
St. John maintains him to be G 
the word was with God, and the 
woRD was Gop, ſays he. Why 
do you quibble, and ſay, that it 7s 
not there ſaid that any thing was 
made by CHRIST, but only by the 
Logos ? The apoſtle's argument 
is to prove the godhead and pre- 
exiſtence of that divine perſon, who 
was afterwards made fleſh, and thus 
| became 


= 
CY 
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became Gop and Man in one 
CxRIisT. Thus he argues: 


The word was Gop. ver. 1. 
The word was made fleſh, 


and dwelt among us. ver. 14. 


The irrefragable concluſion to be 
drawn from theſe infallible pre- 
miſes 15 — | 
Therefore—Gop was made fleſh, 
and dwelt among us. 


Who ever could ſuppoſe, that the 
Man Chriſt, abſtractedly conſider- 
ed as to his human nature, was the 
creator of worlds—when that hu- 
manity, which he aſſumed, and 
which was conceived in the womb 
of the Virgin, certainly did not 
before exiſt ? But who ever can 

deny, 


—ͤ— — j—j —— — 
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deny, if he believes his Bible, that 
the woRD—the mM A as he is 
called, Gen. xv. 1. (and in divers 
other paſſages) is a divine perſon ? 
that this divine perſon appeared 
frequently, as has been mentioned 
before in my fourth letter, under a 
human form, in token or preſage 
of his future incarnation, and that 
he was united to the human na- 
ture ?—and what leſs can we un- 
derſtand by St. John's ſaying, ver. 
6, the woRD was made FLESH, and 7 
dwelt among us ? . 
In ſaying therefore, < there can : 
ce be no doubt that the Logos, or 
ce word, did make all things, and 
ce reſided in Chriſt,” you almoſt 
talk like a Chriftian. You indeed 
_ what you ſay of his © re- 
« ſiding 


2 TT 2 x n, 65 


ce ſiding in Chriſt,” with an * as it 
cc were,” and make the word and 
power of Gor convertible terms; 
thus you ſave yourſelf from being 
thought inconſiſtent with your own 
{cheme. 

The word which we tranſlate 
dwelt, is eoxnwace, a very remark- 
able exprefſion—literally, /aberna- 
cled. Thus the dwelling of the 
divine Logos among men 1n an hu- 
man body, bears a ſtrong alluſion 
to his formerly dwelling in the ta- 
bernacle pitched by Meſes. See 
Exod. xxv. 8. (xxix. 44, 45—6.) 
Deut. x11. 11; in all which paſſages 
the word Ju is uſed, which ſigni- 
fies to dwell or inhabit, particularly 
in a tent or tabernacle, 


As 


tierten wit; 


As to your endeavours to over- 
turn the miraculous birth of Chriſt *, 
at the expence of the cleareſt and 

plaineſt teſtimonies of the Old and 
New Teſtaments; and certain other 
attempts to pervert and change the 
word of God, I leave you to the 
maſterly ſcourge of Dr. Horſley ; 9 
if you do not ſmart under this, it 1 
is a bad ſign for you: as for me, 2 
I ſhall conclude what I have to : 
ſay, by reſuming the obſervations 
which I promiſed to make on the 
character of St. Paul; but this muſt 
be the ſubject of another letter. = 
1 am, &c, 2 


Here Dr. P.'s allies the Mahommedans 
deſert him. See Sale's Koran, chap. iii. 
chap. iv. chap, xix. 

my LET- 


3 OH 
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2 
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1 * 

PURPOSE to begin this letter, 

with obſerving ſome particu- 
lars in the hiſtory of St. Paul. 

Before his converſion he was, 


doubtleſs, like the reſt of his apoſ- 


tate countrymen, a Unitarian, a 
deſpiſer and reviler of CHRIST, a 
rejecter of his ſacrifice of atone- 
ment, of his righteouſneſs for juſti- 
fication, of his pirit for ſanctifica- 


tion, of his interceſſion for preſer- 
vation, and in ſhort, of his whole 


work of redemption. All this aroſe 


from that vail which was upon his 


F Heart, 
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heart, ſo that he underſtood not 
the Scriptures, which were red in 
the ſynagogues every ſabbath - day. 
(Acts xv. 21.) He was therefore 
proud, ſelf- righteous, ignorant, 
and unbelieving. He thought 


himſelf, as touching the law, blame- 


leſs (in every ſenſe of the word); 
he was quite heart-whole, and no- 


thing could prove ſuch a fumbling- 


Glock, as the preaching ſalvation 


through the atonement and righ- 
teouſneſs of the crucified Jzsvs, 
He was ſeeking righteouſneſs by 
the works of the law: the letter of 
the moral law bore him out againſt 
all accuſations of his conſcience; 
the ſtrict obſervance of the ceremo- 
nial law, exalted him as a great 


2 ſaint 
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faint in his own eyes; he was for- 
tified by ſomething like Horace's 
Murus abencus ; ED 


Nil conſcire ſibi, nulla palleſcere 


culpd. 


Hence his thorough enmity to the 
whole work of CHRIST, to his 
perſon and offices, and, of courſe, 
to all who ſet him forth as the 
hope and ſalvation of Yael. 

In this ſtate of mind, could he 
have written his epiſtles ? or, if 
any one elſe had written them, 
could he, think you, Sir, have un- 
derſtood them? What would he 
have made of „ There is none righ- 
c teous, no, not one; therefore by the 
e deeds of the law ſhall no fleſh be 

F 4 ce juſtified 
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ce juſtied: for by the law is the 
©« knowledge of fin, But now the 
«© RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD WITH=- 
© OUT THE LAW is manifeſted, being 
ce witneſſed by the law and the pro- 
te phets : even the righteouſneſs of 
« God which is by faith of IJEsus 
« CHRIST, unto all, and upon all 
ce them that believe: for there is no 
ce difference : for all have finned and 
« come ſhort of the glory of God; 
ce being juſtified freely by his grace, 
ce through the redemption that is in 
« CHRIST JESUs, whom God bath 
« ſet forth to be @ PROPITIATION 
© THROUGH FAITH IN HIS BLOOD, 
« to declare bis righteouſneſs for the 
ce remiſſion of fins that are paſt, 
& through the forbearance of God.— 
cc Ty 


t T Tn vin. 69 


4. To declare, I ſay, at this time his 
te righteouſneſs, that he might be 
« juſt, and the juſtifier of him which 
ce helieveth in JIESsUus. Where is 
« boaſting then? it is excluded. 
« By what law? of works ? Nay, 
« but by the law of faith. There- 

« fo”; we conclude, that a man is 


« juſtified by faith, without the deeds 


« of the law.” 
Ile is “ an inconclufive rea- 
4 ſoner”— ſays Saul, the Phariſee. 
Again. — By one man ſin entered 
into the world, and death by fin ; 
and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for 
that all have finned; as by one man's 
diſobedience many were made ſinners, 


fo, by the obedience of one, ſhall many 


3 Le 


# 


rn . 


be made righteous. Moreover, the 
law entered that the offence might 
abound. But where fin abounded, 
grace did much more abound, That 
as fin reigned unto death, even ſo 
might grace reign, through righte- 
ouſneſs, unto eternal life, by Jtsus 
CHRIST OUR LoRD. 

The firſt man Adam vas wade a 
living ſoul, the loft Adam a quick- 
ening ſpirit. 

The firſt man is of the earth 
earthy, the ſecond man the LoxD 
from Heaven, 

ce This is no hiforical account, 
ce it is only caſual epiſtolary writing 

N o ſerious ſtreſs is to be laid 
cc upon It” - ſays our Cilician. 


cc To 
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ce To the church of God which 


« jg at Corinth, to them that are 


ce ſanfiified in Chriſt Jeſus, called 


ce to be ſaints, with all that in every 
ce place CALL UPON THE NAME of 
c Tesus CHRIST OUR LORD “.“ 
Comp. P/. xcix. 6. 

« O ſhocking ! What blaſphe- 
*« my! Why this is downright do- 
ce Jatry!”-What! pray ſ to cc a mere 


cc man, a fallible, peccable, weak, 
cc human being, like ourſelves ! 


« Pl get a commiſſion from the 
« High Prieſt; I'll hale men and 
« women to priſon, and when they 
ce are put to death, I'll give my 
ce voice againſt them” — quoth 
Saul, the Unitarian. 


* x Cor. i. 2, + See before, p. 5 1, note. 


„ Such 
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Such doubtleſs muſt have been 
the obſervations of Paul before his 
converſion, had ſuch writings as 
his own epiſtles been laid before [3 
him. What views he had of theſe | 
matters after his converſion, muſt 
be conſidered in another letter. 


Jam, &c. 
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COME now to conſider the 

ſentiments of Paul, after his 
converſion: that this was effected 
by ſupernatural agency, none can 
doubt, who believe the apoſtle's 


own account of the matter. As 


ix. I—18, 

My preſent buſineſs is to con- 
ſider his ſentiments, with reſpect 
to the /aw and the go/pel. That, 
before his converſion, he ſaw no far- 
ther than the outward letter of the 


law, we muſt conclude, from his 


imagining himſelf, as touching the 
righteouſneſs 


* 
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righteouſneſs which is in the law, 
BLAMELESS, Or unblameable, autulos. 
He thought, therefore, that he 
wanted not a better righteouſneſs 
than his own for his juſtification. 
But when it pleaſed God to open B 
his eyes, ſo that he ſaw that the # 
law was ſpiritual, and reached to E 
the very inmoſt thoughts, intents, b 
deſires, and affections of the heart 
—he then was apprized of his 
guilt and danger, He then ſaw 
that, as many as are of the works of 
the law are under the curſe, i. e. 
under the malediction and con- 
demnation of that holy diſpenſa- 
tion, which ſays, Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the 
| law 


EN 
WS 
125 
P 
a 
WS 
* 
Ta 
8A 
CoM 
* 
3 
84 
bes * 
N. 
IB 
3 
Nen, 
* 
n 
WR 
IH 
* 
IA 
7 
2 
00 
5 
7 
8 
13 
Gd 
. 22 
* 2 
! 
. 
3 
n 
. 
* 
Ss 
it” 
Fer 
2 
34 
* 
5% 
bo 
21 
Vat 
3 


LT THk It 58 


la to do them, Deut. xxvli. 26 *. 


T had not known fin (lays he) but 
by the law; for I had not known luſt, 
except the law had ſaid thou ſhalt 
not covet, But fin taking occaſion 
by the commandment, wrought in me 
all manner of concupiſcence. For 


without the law, (1. e. without a 


ſpiritual view of it within his con- 
{cience) /in was dead. Hor I was 
alive without the law once, but when 
the commandment came, fin revived, 
and I died. Rom. vii. 7—9. 

Here, I grant, are figurative 
expreſſions, but they are ſo ap- 


poſite, ſo adapted, ſo explanatory 


of the ſubject, as to be well worth 


* Comp. Gal. iii. 10. 
notice. 
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notice. By a fine proſopopeia, he 
ſpeaks of ſin, while it lay quiet, 
and gave him no diſturbance, as 
of a dead perſon who can hurt no- 
body; but when the law, which zs 


the ſtrengtb of fin (as he expreſſes 
it, 1 Cor. xv. 56.) i. e. that 
which gives it a power to torment 


and wound the conſcience, and 
bind over to puniſhment, came, 
i. e. was revealed to me in its ac- 
cuſing and condemning power 
fin revived— like one raiſed from 
the dead, to all the functions of 
life and power; appeared in its 
full force to condemn and deſtroy, 
and I died — all my hopes were 
blaſted—my confidence gone, and 
the diſmal ſentence of eternal death 

| 4 took 
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took place within me. He then 
anew *, that in bim, that is, in his 
fleſh, or natural ſelf, notwithſtand- 
ing all his boaſted blameleſſneſs, 
there dwelt no good thing ; and he 
was reduced to cry out, in the an- 
guiſh of his ſoul, Mretebed man 
that I am] who ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death ? Rom. vii. 
24. As he thus ſaw the ſpiritua- 
lity and holineſs of the moral law, 
he could find no relief till he alſo 
ſaw the end, purpoſe, and deſign 
of the ceremonial law, and that it 
was to lead him through the ig 
to the thing ſigniſied - from the ſba- 
dows to the ſubſtance—that with- 


Rom. vii. 18. 


out 


bd 
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out ſhedding blood there was no re- 


miſſion ; that the. blood of bulls and 
goats could not take away ſin , as 
pertaining to the conſcience, for 


then they would have ceaſed to be 
offered, i. e. they would not have 


needed repetition, becauſe that the 
worſhippers once purged ſhould pave 
had no more conſcience of ſins f. This 
he felt moſt deeply; he had been 
of the ſtraiteſt ſect, a Phariſee, had 
attended conſtantly on the temple- 
worſhip, but all this gave him no 
comfort ; he had been taught at 


the feet of Gamaliel — he profited 


in the Fews religion above many 
his equals in his own nation, but 


* Heb. ix. . + Ibid, x. 2. 
all 
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all would not do—he could not 
extract one grain of comfort from 
all his wiſdom, knowledge, learn- 
ing, or phariſaical holineſs and 
righteouſneſs, of which he once 


thought ſo highly; but when it 


pleaſed God to reveal his ſon in him*, 
then the vail was taken from his 
heart, his ignorance and unbelief 
fell from his mind, as the ſcales 


had once fallen from his eyes—and 
he now ſaw that CHRIST 7s the end 
of the law for righteouſneſs to every 


one that believeth ; and in the midſt 
of his doleful lamentation, Vreteh- 
ed man, who ſhall deliver me] &c, 
he 1s enabled to ſay, I thank God 
through IEs us CHRIST OUR LORD ,; 


* Gal, i. 16. + Rom. vii. 25. 
—the 
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the law of the SPIRIT or LIFE 1N 


CuxisT Jxsus bath made me free 


from the law of fin and death *, 
Now, Sir, mark the ſequel :— 
He no longer joined his old bre- 


thren the Phariſees, in rejecting 1 


and deſpiſing the man of ſorrows; he 


no longer regarded him as a © mere 


cc nan, naturally weak, fallible, pec- 
ce cable, ignorant like one of us.” 
—Butlooked upon him as the ſecond 


man,the Lord from heaven,the Lord of 


glory , the brightneſs, (anavyacua, 
the effulgence, ſplendor) of the 
glory of the Dzrry |, and the ex- 


* Rom. viii. 2. + If. lin. 3. 
1 1 Cor. ii. 8. $ Heb. i. 3. 


| XegaxIng rng vroragmu; ale, Character 
ſubſtantiæ ejus. Leu/d, See Parkburft Gr. 
and Eng. Lexicon, Xagaxinge 


preſs 
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preſs image of his perſon.— God, 
who commanded the light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs *, had ſhined into bis 
heart, giving him the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face or perſon (tw neocwnw) of JESUS 
Chkisr. He now underſtood how 
Chriſt was David's Lord, and Da- 
vid's ſon, and that in Him dwelt 
ALL THE FULLNESS .OF THE Gop- 
HEAD BODILY (owpalnus) ; not only 
eHectually, as God is ſaid to dwell 
in goed men, but ſubſtantially and 
perſonally, as the foul within: the 
body. - 525 
Again. Paul laid aſide his Uni- 
tarianiſm; and when he bleſſes the 


® 2 Cor. iv. 6. 


G. Corin. 


* 
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Corinthians, he ſays, The grace of 5 
our Lorp Jesus CRRIST, and the 
love of Gov, and the communion of 
the HoLy GHosT be with you all ® ; 
— thus copying, in evangelical 
terms, the manner of bleſſing in 
the name of JEUOVAH under the 
law. Numb. vi. 23—26.— 0 
this wiſe ſhall ye bleſs the chil- 
dren of Jrael ? 


„%% ˙ ⅛‚el Rr Bs nh pong ooh kc; 
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Jenovan bleſs thee and keep 
"thee. 
Jenovan make his face to ſhine 
upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee, 
Jenovan lift up his countenance 


2 2 Cor, xiii. 14. 


upon 
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upon thee, and give thee 
peace *. 


This 


The learned biſhop Patrick, in his com- 
ment on theſe verſes, Numb. vi. 24—6, re- 
marks, that the repetition of this name 
three times, in theſe three verſes, and that 
with a different accent (as R. Menachem ob- 
ſerves) hath made the Jews themſelves think 
there is ſome myſtery in it: which we un- 
derſtand, though they do not. For it may 
well be looked upon by us, as having reſpect 
to the three perſons in the bleſſed Trinity, 
who are One God, from whom all bleſſings 
flow to us. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

This myſtery, as Luther wiſely expreſſes 
it (upon Pſ. v.) is here occult? inſinuatum, 
« ſecretly infinuated,” though not 'plainly 
revealed. And it is not hard to ſhew, if 
this were a place for it, how properly God 
the Father may be ſaid zo b/e/s and keep us; 

1 G 2 and 


mM nn m. 


This ſubject muſt be purſued in 
another letter; in the mean time 
| I am, &c. 
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and God the Son to be gracious wnto us; and 
God the Holy Ghoſt to give us peace. 

Hermannus Witfius, Miſc. Sacr, Lib. 2. 
Diſſertat. II. p. 518, more largely to the 
fame purpoſe, on this Scripture, ſays : 

Maxime wurnewdn;, eſt trina nominis Je- 
hove repetitio : neque rejicienda R. Mena- 
chem nota de trina accentuum in eadem voce 
variatione : quæ quid convenientius ſignifi- 
cari poteſt, quam adoranda divinarum per- 
ſonarum in una Deitate Trinitas, unde, velut 
ex perenni fonte, omnis in nos benedictio 
derivatur? Confer 2 Cor. xiii. 14. Apoc. i. 
46. 

Prima pericopa. BENEDICAT TIBI JE- 
HOVAH ET CUSTODIAT TE—Ppercommode 
refertur ad Par REM, de quo Paulus ſcribit, 
Eph. i. 3. Benedictus eſto Deus, & Par ER 
Damini neftri Jeſu Chriſti, qui BEX DIXIT 


nobis 
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nobis omni ſdirituali benedictione in Chriſto. 


Et cui Chriſtus ipſe dicit. John xvil. 11. 
PaTEeR Sande, SERVA eos per nomen tuum. 

Altera pericopa. FAcIiAT IEHOVAEH ur 
LV c BEAT FACIES SUA TIBI, ET GRA. 
TIAM FACIAT TIBI.-Ad CHRIST Uu per- 
tinet, qui eſt Lux MV N DI, & cæleſtis Hiero- 
ſolymæ. Apoc. xxl. 23. Cujus facies ſplendet 
uti fel, Apoc. 1. 16. In cujus facie eft lux 
notitiæ gloriæ Dei, 2 Cor. iv. 6, In quo 
pleniſſimè completur illa ſapientiſſimi Regis 
parœmia. Prov. xvi. 15. II lucida facie 
Regis vita eſt, ejuſque benevolentia eſt velut 


zubes pluvie Seratine ; in quo denique ſunt 


ſupereminentes opes gratiæ. Eph. ii. 7. 
Ultima pericopa. ATTOLLAT JEHOVAH 
FACIEM SUAM ERGA TE, ET APPONAT 


IBI PACEM, quum notat applicationem 


gratiæ, & communicationem pacis ac gaudii, 


commodè applicatur SpIRITUI SANCTO, 


per quem regnum Dei nobis eſt juſtitia, & 
Pax, & gaudium. Rom. xiv. 17. | 
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IN my laſt, was conſidered the 
T altcration. which paſted in the 
ſentiments of Paul, with regard to 
the Per/on of CHRISTHͤ : full as great 
was the change wrought in his 
mind concerning the offices of 
Chriſt. . 

The name CurisT, we know, 
ſignifies anointed, and he is called 
the Loxyd's CHRIST, Luke ii. 26, 
which is his title. P/alm ii. 2. 
The ub, or anointed ones, un- 
der the law, were Kings, Sec 2 

| _ Sam, 


by 
55 


Sam. i. 21; Prieſts, See Lev. x. 
7; and Prophets, 1 Kings xix. 16: 
they were anointed to their office 
1 by pouring oil on their heads. 
Paul ſaw, after his converſion, 
that all theſe three offices had their 
ultimate deſignation, and all met 
in CHRIST, and that He was the 
great MWD, Xeryog—anointed KING, 
PRIEST, and PROPHET ; his under- 
ſtanding” being opened to underſtand” 
the Scriptures, and all things that” 
V were written in the law of Moſes *, 
f and in he Prophets, and in the 
Pſalms, concerning that JESUuSSC 
whom he had once reviled and 
perſecuted. He well knew who- 
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was meant by that King“ who was 
to be /et on Sion, the mountain f 
God's holineſs; who that N, Lord, 
was, to whom JEHOVAH ſaid, Sit 
thou at my right band, till I make 
thine enemies thy foot ſtool r; to whom 
Ixhovak ſwore, thou art a Prieft 
for ever, after the order of Melchi- 
zedec; in whom the regal and ſa- 


cerdotal offices were united. Comp. 


Gen. xiv. 18, with Heb. vii. 1—3. 
Paul, any more than Peter or 
Stephen, had now no doubt whom 
Moſes meant, by that prophet 
-whom JzHovan promiſed to raiſe 
up like unto him, who ſhould ſpeak. 
nis words to the people. Comp. 


© FP. n. 6. | 
+ P. cx. I, 4. with Heb, x. 13. 
23 Deut. 
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Deut. xviii. 15, 18, 19, with Acts 
111. 22, 23, and Acts vii. 37. 

I think, Sir, you will allow 
that a King muſt have ſubjects to 
govern, a Prieft ſomething to offer 
for ſins, and a Prophet ſomething 
to reveal and foretel. 

Let us hear what 1s ſaid of Chriſt 
as a King, Mic. v. 2. His goings 


forth have been from of old; vn 


cow, from the days of eternity; 


and Iſ. ix. 7, of the increaſe of 


his government and peace there 
ſhall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom, 
to order it and to eſtabliſh it with 


judgment and with juſtice, from 


henceforth even for ever. — See 
this __ to Jgſus, Luke i. 31— 
33. Does 


90 inn. 


Does this imply that Chriſt was 


a mere man- what mere man had 


his goings forth from everlaſting? 
Comp. Mic. v. 2, with Matt. ii. 6. 


What mere man can reign for ever“! 
But unto the Son he ſaith, Pf. xlv. 
5. 7, Toy throne, O Gob, is for 
ever and ever; the ſceptre of thy 
kingdom is a right ſceptre; thou hajt 
loved righteouſneſs, and hated wick- 


edneſs ; therefore God, even thy 
God, hath anointed thee with the oil 


of gladneſs above thy fellows. Comp. 
Heb. i. 8, 9. 


And again: —Pſ. cii. 24; latter 


part, and ver. 25—27. 9 


Heb. i. 10. 12. 
And can it be poſſible for any 


one to think, that Paul, after his 


converſion, 
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converſion, could conſider Chriſt 
1 as 2 mere man, when he ſo under- 
1 food and ſo applied theſe Scrip- 
; _ rures, as to evince the contrary ?: 


and if not, can we be . in 
differing from him ?. 

Again. — He calls Chriſt the 
great High Prieſt, as. well as the 
blefjed Apoſtle of our profeſſion, Heb. . 
111. 1, and tells us, that every High 
Prieft is ordained to offer gifts and 
ſacrifices; wherefore it is f neceſ- 
fity that this man have ſomewhat. 

alſo to offer *. And what was this? 
no leſs. than the ſacrifice of bim 
felf F-— Thus fulfilling the law by 
his obedience unto death, and 


„ Heb, vi. 3. Idid. is. 26. 
| proving 


nnn. 


Proving himſelf, in purpoſe, de- 
ſign, and efficacy, the great anti- 
type of the legal prieſthood, ſacri- 
fices, and oblations, which were 
offered under the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion. Thus CRHRISTH died for our 
fins, according to the Scriptures * ; he 
ſuffered, the ju/# for the unjuſt, that 
be might bring us to God ; and hav- 
ing BY HIMSELF purged our fins, for 
ever, fat down on the right-hand of 
the Majeſty on high. Heb. i. 3- 
When we are told, that he was 
made ſin for us, or a ſin-offering (for 


&paglz, like the Hebrew MXRLN, 


ſignifies both the /n, and the n- 
offering) it implies, that the ſins of 


thoſe 
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thoſe whom he repreſented, as in 
the ſin- offering under the law, 
were imputed to him, or, as If. liii. 
6, laid upon him; (Comp. Lev. 
xvi. 21.) and that he made an 
atonement, ſatisfaction, propitia- 
tion, and reconciliation ; this is 
received by faith into the con- 
ſcience, and is the only thing that 
can ſatisfy 1t, or give the ſinner 
any true hope of deliverance from 
everlaſting death. So Paul found 
it; and fo, Sir, a time will come, 
when you would give the whole 
world for one ſaving glimpſe of 
this great myſtery of godlineſs. The 
imputation of our ſins to CHRIST, 
and the imputation of the merit of 
his blood and righteouſneſs to us, is 

one 


9 * r nn * 


one of thoſe great goſpel-truths ®, 
which diſcriminate it from every 
other ſyſtem of religion ; it was 
the grand theme of Paul's ſermons 


and epiſtles — all his phariſaical 


This the law, which was a figure for the 
time then preſent, taught throughout. See, for 
inſtance, Lev. 1. 4, where the man who 
brought his burnt-offering to the door of the 
tabernacle, as a ſacrifice for ſinz was to put 
his hand upon the head of the burnt-offering, 
and, faith the text, it Gall be accepted for him, 
zo make atonement for him. The putting his 
hand on the head of the offering was an em- 
blem of a transfer made of the offerer's fins 
to the ſacrifice; its being accepted to make 
atonement, or expiation, for him, ſignified, 
that the victim's expiatory death was accept- 
ed inſtead of the offerer's, and imputed to him 
for the acceptance of his perſon, and for the 

expiation of his ſins. 
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-pride was laid in the duſt—his 
learning, his privileges, his good- 
neſs and righteouſrels, which he 
once thought ſo highly of, were 
all thought .of as nothing, nay, 
# worſe than nothing; for he ſays, 
| envmerating the ſeveral grounds of 
confidence which once he boaſted 
of hat things were gain to me, 
thoſe I counted loſs for ChrisT®; 
yea, doubtleſs, and I count all things 
but loſs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of CHrisT JESsus MY 
Lok D: for whom 1 have ſuffered 
the loſs of all things, and do count 
them but dung (oxv6ana) that I may 
win CHRIST, and be found IN HIM 
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Phil. iii. 7, 10. 
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(N. B.) not having My own 
RIGHTEOUSNESS Which is of the Iaw, 
but (N. B.) that which is through 
the faith of Chrift, the righteouſneſs. 
which is of God by faith *. 


* 1 
En 7. Niucοονονον Tuy E vouw, MY righ· 


teouſneſs which is of law, my own legal 
righteouſneſs. He ſaw. that no obedience of. 
his own ta the divine law, either moral or 
ceremonial,. could juſtify him ; by the. former- 


was the 4nowl/edge of /in, and that fin could 
not be taken away by the latter, but only 
by that to which it pointed. Thus was the 
law a ſchoolmaſtzr to bring him to CHñRIST, 
that he might be juſtified by faith, Gal. iii. 
24. He knew enough of the law and ot him- 


ſelf, to know, that it was the miniſtration of 


death, and that by the deeds of the law no fleſh 


could be juſtified, Rom. iti. 20. Therefore, 


ſays he, Gal. vi. 14, Gop forbid that 1 ſhould. 


glory, ſave in. the croſs: of our LoR D JESsus 
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In all this, Paul could not think 
of CuRIsT as a mere man; for no 
man can redeem his brother,. or give 
to God his atonement—yy9. Pſ. 
xlix. 7. A mere man Can, there- 
fore, only ſuffer, or obey, for him- 
ſelf, not for others. 

Leaving this to your conſidera- 


tion, 


I am, &c, 


H LET. 
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n 
E us now conſider the views 
which Paul had of Chriſt in 
the office of a prophet. The pro- 
phets of old revealed the mind of 
God, as diſcovered to them by the 
Holy Spirit. Maſes not only re- 
vealed things to come, but allo 
things paſt, ſuch as the creation of 
the world, the fall of man, and the 
general hiſtory of the church for 
many ages afterwards. Your no- 
tion, that Moſes © collected theſe 
ce things by tradition,” is very cu- 
rious, when you are told, 2 Tim. 
111. 


L'E TER XxX» - g9 
ili. 16, that all Scripture is GIVEN 
by inſpiration of God; and that holy 
men of old ſpake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt. 2 Pet. i. 21; and 
| when we ſee that this prerogative 
of reyealing things paſt, is one 
grand criterion, to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the true ALEIu of Jrael, 
and the falſe ones, the idols of the 
heathen. Let them bring forth, and 
ſhew what ſhall happen, let them 
ſhew the former things what they 
be, that we may conſider them, Who 
bath declared from the beginning, that 
we may know ? and before time, that 
we may ſay, be is righteous? &c *. 
However, Sir, there is a great 
difference between you and Paul, 


* If, xli. 22. 


42 in 
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in reſpe& to Moſes? account of the 
fall ; he treats it as fully account- 
ing for the introduction of ſin and 
death into the world; you call it 
« a lame account, and not ade- 
quate to this purpoſe. —Paul lays 
it as the grand baſis of all his ar- 
guments, for redemption by Chriſt, 
whom he calls the ſecond Adam, 
and ſays, that the firſt Adam was 
the figure of him that was to come. 
You, Sir (forgetting that Paul 
ſpake, * not in the words which 
man's wiſdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing 


one reyealed truth with another) 


2 1 Cor. ii. 13. 


boaſt 


ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, 1. e. 


LR T © K. A. Xl 101 


boaſt of having the writings of 
Moſes before you, as well as Paul, 
and ſpeak as if you were as well 
able to judge of them as he was, 
nay better, for you ſtyle him © an 
j « inconcluſive reaſoner,” reject his 
[3 interpretations, and advance your 41 
own. And ſuch they are, as even q 
Dr. Price *, your Arian friend, 4 
c and others, may well be ſtag- 
E « gered at.” You ſay yourſelf, that 
you © believe your opinions no- 
ce vel +, and a ſtep beyond what 

ce other 


r OR > A 7 gee i» bop, a 


- land p- 164. 
+ The Do&or's opinions may be novel, in 
the ſenſe here mentioned ; but the notion of 
a /inner's approaching his oFFENDED MAR - 
ER, without an atonement by blood, 1s as old 
as the days of Adam's firſt - born, Cain. 


3 Comp. 
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e other Socinians have gone.“ It 
is to be hoped, that, ere long, you 
will fagger yourſelf, as was the 
caſe of the famous Earl of Ro- 
cheſter; who, having made a ſpeech 
in favour of Atheiſm, ſo eloquent- 
Iy, as to fagper the company which 
was with him at a tavern; when 
he got home, he began to reflect 
on what he had done, and was ſo 
filled with remorſe, that he paſt 
the night in the utmoſt diſquiet 
of mind, overwhelmed with ſhame 
and ſorrow; and this 1s ſaid to 
have laid the firſt foundation of 
his repentance. 


Comp. Gen. iv. 3—5, with Heb. xi. 4. 
Cain may be looked upon as the tutelar ſaint 
of the ar and Deifts, ; 

But 
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But to return,—However, be- 
fore his converſion, Paul might 
view CHRIST as a deceiver“, as the 
other Phariſees did; yet after, he 
certainly beheld him as that Pro- 
phet which was to come, John vi. 
14; even as the Mess1an, of whom 
it is written, Behold my ſervant 
whom I uphold, mine eleft in whom 
my ſoul delighteth : I have put my 

ſpirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth 


Judgment to the Gentiles, &c. Comp. 


Matt. x11. 18, Matt. 111, 17, and 
Matt. xvii. 5. And again, ſpeak- 
ing by the prophet Jaiab, he ſaith 
(chap. 1x). 1.) the ſpirit of Aboxi 


Jznovan, is upon me; (Comp. 


* Matt. xxvii. 63. 
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Matt. iii. 16.) becauſe: IEHO VAR 
hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek, &c. to the 
end of ver. 3; and comp. Luke iv. 
17—21, Nor did he view him as a 
mere man even in this part of his 
character; but as having the ſpirit 
without meaſure * ; as him in whom 
were hidden all the treaſures of wi/- 
dom and knowledge r, yea, as the 
very wiſdom and power of God Þ. 
You, Sir, tell us, that he was 
cc a mere man, naturally weak and 
ce fallible as other men ;“ and 
this, though it be written, II. vii. 
14. (in alluſion, doubtleſs, to he 
ſeed of the woman, Gen. iii. 15.) 


* John iii. 34. + Col ii. z. 
1 + Cor. i. 4 & Letters, p. 171. 
| Bebold 
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Behold a virgin fhall conceive and 


bear a Son, and ſhall call his name 


NY Omnu- al, or, if you pleaſe, 
Inmanuel, which, being interpret- 
ed, is, Gop wirn us. Comp. 
Matt. i. 22, 23. The manner of 
his conception is revealed, ver. 18. 
And Luke records the whole hiſ- 
tory of his miraculous conception, 
chap. 1. 35; his wondrous 67th, 
foretold by an angel, ver. 26—31, 
and celebrated by choirs of the 
heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, and ſay- 
ing, Glory be to God in the higheſt, 
and on earth peace, good-will towards 
men !—and all this, that “a mere 
« man, naturally weak, fallible, 


te peccable, as other men,“ was 
born into the world !—Sir, you be- 
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lieve a great deal; I hope, more than 
moſt people pretend to : however, 
it is for us to quote the Scriptures ; 
be it yours to deny or pervert 
them, if you pleaſe, as-may beſt de- 
ſtroy their evidence againſt you. 


Jam, &c. 
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s IR, 
NOW enter upon the deſign I 
had in ſaying ſo much of the 
Apoſtle Paul, both before and after 
his converſion. It was this—to ſet 
before you by example, which is 
ſtronger than precept, the real con- 
dition which you yourſelf are in; 
1n hopes, that, if what has been 
ſaid does not affect your head, as 
a wile /cholar, it may in ſome mea- 
ſure affect your conſcience as a loft 
finner. You ſeem by your writ- 


ings to have a zeal of Cod“; ſo had 


Rom. x. 2. 


Saul, 
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Saul, but it was not according ts 
knowledge ; no more is yours, the 
Bible being judge of you, as it 
was of him. He, being ignorant of 
God's righteouſneſs, went about to 
eſtabliſh his own righteouſneſs ® ; ſo 
do you. He did not./ubmit to the 
righteouſneſs of God, or to the righ- 
teouſneſs of faith, as it is called, 
Rom. ix. 30, or the righteouſneſs 
which is of God, which is through 
the faith of Chriſt. Phil. iii. . 
This is exactly your caſe; your 
confidence 1s placed in ſome per- 
ſonal obedience of your own. He 
was alive without the law Þ ; he ſaw 
not that it required a ſinleſs obe- 
R Om, x. 3. + Ibid, vii. 9. 
dience 
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dience in thought, word, and deed, 1 
on pain of death—that therefore he ul 
neither had, nor could avoid its ti 
curſe, by any obedience which he 
could pay it. This you ſee nothing 
of, and therefore you are alive in 
your own conceit; you want not a 
better obedience than your own, 
to conſtitute you righteous before 
God *. 

He verily thought with himſelf 
that he ought to do many things con- 
trary to the name of IEsus T. 

Lou have actually done almoſt 
as many things contrary to the name 
of Feſus, as you have written pages. 


* Rom. v. 19; where the word xaracaln- 
cola is very remarkable, See Rev. iii. 17. 

+ Acts xxvi. 9. | 

= He 


| 
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He was à dlaſphemer *, though 


he knew it not; ſo are you, as far 
one of the greateſt this land has 
produced, as you © go beyond what 


e other Socinians have gone f.“ 


He was a perſecutor. 
You may perhaps think, that the 
profeſſions which you Þ make of 


tolerancy, muſt exempt you from 


this charge; but if your attempts 
to promote a repeal of the teſt- 
acts had ſucceeded, and by degrees 
we had had a Socinian, or, if you 
chuſe to call it, an Unitarian par- 
liament—an Unitarian army and 


navy—how long ſhould we have 


kept a Trinitarian liturgr 4 Tri, rini- 


1 Tim. i. 123. + Letters, p. 164. 
1 Letters, p. 68. 
8 tarian 
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#arian eſtabliſhment? or how long 
ſhould we have been ſuffered, with 
the Apoſtles and firſt. Chriſtians, to 
worſhip, or, to expreſs it in Scrip- 
ture language, 10 call on the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, both their Lord and 
ours? The zeal which you ſhew 
in your writings to make proſe- 
lytes to your opinions, gives us 
but ſmall hopes of your tolerat- 
1ng, what you have undertaken to 
prove to be blaſphemy and idolatry, 
if once it were © in your power to 
e be intolerant F.” 

And I do verily believe, that if 
that divine perſon, who appeared 
to Saul in the way to Damaſcus, 


® 1 Cor. i. 2. + Letters, p. 68. 


ſhould 
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ſhould graciouſly pity your no- 


rance and unbelief*, as he did his — 
ſhould meet and ſtop you in your 


way by the power of his grace— 
and you were to alk with Saul, 
« ho art thou, Lord?” he would 
anſwer You, as he did bim, “ am 


e Txsus, whom thou perſecuteſt.” 


For if to deſtroy his character, to 
vilify his perſon, to annihilate his 


offices, and to engage others to 


follow your example, be not de- 


ſerving of this charge, I know not 


He was injurious—Teęirns, inju- 
rigſus, contumelioſus, In Rom. i. 


30, We find Neo urig, haters of God, 


O 1 Tim. i. 13. 


Joined 
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joined with "YEgras, injurious re- 
” vilers, and they are fit company for 
each other. That Saul was a hater 
of Cod, is clear from his hatred to 
Chriſt; for our 'Lorp declares, 
John xv. 23. He that hateth me, 
hateth my father alſo. Such as he 3 
was, Tuch are you; hence his and g 
your contumelies againſt Chriſt. 
The only foundation on which a 
ſinful creature can love an Holy 
God, is that, which Saul and you' 
may be called equal ſtrangers to, 


and is recorded, 1 John iv. 10. | 
« Herein is love, not that we loved 
« God, but that he loved us, and ſent | 
i bis Son to be the PROPITIATION | 


&© (INaomer, 2 propitiatory victim | 7 
%a ſacrifice for ſin—as the word is 1 
e 1 « uſed 3 


I34 r . 


40 uſed by the LXX for n&nmm, Ezek. 
« xliv. 27.) for our fins.” This 
Saul denied, and ſo do you. © The 
”w divine Being (ſay you *) is de- 
oc clared to be as merciful in the 
« Old Teſtament as in the New, 
« and that without reference to 
ec any future event.” — Saul did 
all this in ignorance and unbelief f; 
how far the parallel holds here, I 
preſume not to determine, this 
muſt be left to the ſearcher of 
hearts. You once knew better, 
Saul did not. 8 

You once was < | a Trinitarian, 
« then you paſſed | to bigh Arianiſm, 
from this to your friend Dr. 


® Letters, p. 157. + 1 Tim. i. 15. 


1 Letters, p. 101. 
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te. Price s low Arianiſm, and from 
« this to Socinianiſm, even of the 
cc Joweſt kind; in which Chriſt is 
« conſidered as a mere man, the 


« ſon of Foſeph and Mary, and 


«© naturally as peccable as Moſes, 


* or any other prophet.” —You 


expreſs it, p. 171, © Naturally as 
© weak, as fallible, and as peccable 


tc as other men.” —And as to his 


underſtanding “ all preceding pro- 
ce phecies, we are no where told, 


« that he was inſpired with that 
e knowledge; and therefore he 


te might apply them as his coun- 
tc trymen generally did” (i. e. miſ- 
apply them); © and as we perceive 
te that the apoſtles, who were like- 
te wiſe prophets, did afterwards.” 
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If by afterwards be meant, when, 
after his reſurrection, he opened 
their underſtandings, that they might 
underſtand the Scriptures—it is con- 


trary to fact No one inſtance of it 


can be produced. See Luke xxiv. 45. 


But the true meaning of theſe 
horrid imputations of ignorance 


of the Scriptures to CaurisT and 
his Apoſtles, is, to remove their 
authority out of the way of the 
Socinian ſcheme, which otherwiſe 
muſt be deſtroyed. —Afſk yourſelf, 
Sir, if this be not ſo ?—Let me 


take my leave of you for this time, 
with recommending your aſſertion | 


with reſpect to CHRIST's not be- 
te ing inſpired with the Knowledge 
© of all preceding prophecies,” to 

| your 
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your own conſideration, on the 


footing of what is ſaid of him, 


J. xi. 2. And the Spirit of the Lord 
Hall reſt upon him, the ſpirit of wiſ- 
dom and underſtanding, the ſpirit of 
counſel and might, the ſpirit of know- 
ledge and of the fear of the Lord, 
and ſhall make him of quick under- 
fanding in the fear of the Lord. 
Again, —He ſaid to the eleven, 


when gathered together, and them 


that were with them, 
Theſe are the words which I ſpake 
unto you, WHILE I was YET WITH 


You, that all things muſt be ful- 


filled, which were written in the 
law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, 


* Luke xxiv. 44. 
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and in the Pſalms, concerning me. 
How could this be, if he did not, 
WHILE HE was YET WITH THEM, 


underſtand all preceding prophecies ? 
I am, 


s IRA, &c, 


LE T- 


5 
LETTER: XIII. 


An, 
N. my laſt; I tranſcribed ſome ok 


your own account of your great 
verſatility, in your religious opi- 
nions; to which I muſt add ſome- 
thing that we meet with, Letters, 
p. 168, where you ſay of your- 


ſelf — 


% 80 far Ben having much 
« fondneſs for the opinions that I 
« received from my education, I 


* have gone on changing, though 


te always in one direction, from 
ce the time that I began to think 


ce for myſelf, to the preſent day, 
LE «and 
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ce and I will not pretend to ſay 
cc when my creed will be fixed.” 
J read of ſome, who are ever 
learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth, 2 Tim. 
ili. 7; and the next verſe ſays, 
that as Jannes and Jambres with- 
flood Moſes, ſo do theſe refiſt the 
truth, men of corrupt minds, repro- 
Bate concerning the faith. Of others, 
Eph. iv. 1 who are lite children, 
carried away with every wind of 
doctrine by the flight of men, and 
cunning craftineſs whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive, Do you not, 
Sir, perceive ſomething in the a- 
bove deſcriptions, which bears a 
ſtrong reſemblance to that which 
you have given of yourſelf? You 
have 
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' have been ever learning, but “e you 
ec have not fixed your creed; 
therefore, upon your own ſhewing, 
you have not yet come to the 
knowledge of any thing.on which 
you can rely as truth. 

You have been carried away by 
every wind of dofrine, to almoſt 
every point of the compaſs, and 
pPept you are not fixed. — Alas, Sir, 
the true reaſon of all this is, that 
q your © changes have been all in 
cc one direction; namely, that of 
eſtabliſhing the empire of your 
reaſon, againſt that of revelation. 
You forget, that no prophecy of the 
Scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation; for the prophecy came not in j 
old time E the will of man, but 

bob i 
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Holy men of God ſpake as they were 
moved by the Houy GnosT;—and 
that the natural "man, Lox nos Ay- 
beoros; the mere ſenſual man, who 
lives by ſenſe, and not by faith; 
ſuch a one, be he ever ſo wiſe in 
His own eyes, or prudent in his own- 
fſghbt-—be he ever ſo worldly-wiſe 
or learned receiveth not tbe things 


of the Spirit of God, for they are 


FOOLISHNESS UNTO HIM, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned. See- 
1 Cor. ii. 9—16. Hence, .inſtead 


of humbly ſubmitting your rea- 
ſon, as it is moſt reaſonable you 
Thould, to the word of Gop, you 
are, with an veniam viam aut fa- 
ciam, endeayouring to make the 
word of Gop ſubmit to your rea- 
2 ſon. 
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ſon. Your reaſon, which is de- 
ſigned to be the ſcholar, uſurps the 
place of the facher. If you have 
met with opinions, which are above 
your apprehenſion, you have quar- 
5 relled with them, and left them 
for ſomething more flattering to 
your vain opinion of your own 
wiſdom :—this brought you from 
 Trinitarianiſm to high Arianiſm— 
thence to /ow Arianiſm—thence into 
Socinianiſm and thence into ſome- 
thing lower ſtill ;—thus have you 
advanced in an inverted ratio very 
near Deiſm, and when you have 
gotten thither, you will no longer 
be thwarted by Scripture - teſti- 
mony; your creed will be fixed, 7 
on the wiſe determinations of Col- 3 
lins, - 1 
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ius, Tindal, Bolingbroke, &c. ; and 
then, by the help of your own ma- 
.terialiſm and philoſophical neceſſity, 
it is not impoſſible but that, with 
Hobbes, Spinoſa, and Mr. H. of 
Liverpool, you will fit down at laſt 
a complete Atheift; and then, Sir, 
vou will have done with all creeds 
. whatſoever, and, by the way, ſave 
yourſelf a great deal of trouble. 
You mention “ the great teacher 
« Death, and the ſcenes that will 
« follow it;“ and ſay, that © in all 
< probability you muſt wait till 
ec the arrival of theſe for farther 
ee light.” Death, and the ſcenes 
that will follow it, will certainly 
| fix your creed, ſo that you can 
change no more; but, as the tree 


falls 
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falls fo it muſt lie; and a moſt aw- 
ful conſideration it is! ſeeing that: 
death muſt fix your ſtate for ever 
though now you do not Believe 
that you have a /oul®, yet then you 
will know that that you have one; 1 
and that, if hat ſoul be not cleanſ- 1 
ed from the guilt of all its fins in- 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 5; it had 
been better for you that you had: 
never been born, — This farther light 
will then break in upon you, whe— 
ther you will or not, for then ſhall 
you know even as you are Known. 
1 Cor. xilt. 12. 

But before this, there is an aw- 
ful ſcene approaching, and how 


* Letters, p. 72. 
1 1 John i. 7. Rev. i. 5, 
near 
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near it may be, God only knoweth! 
I mean, Sir, a DEATH-BED, where 
every outward comfort muſt fail 
_ us—all earthly enjoyment vaniſh— 
nothing left to ſupport—and every 
dream of  creature-happineſs be 
exchanged for the ſad reality of 
pain and ſickneſs. Nothing can 
counteract the miſery of this, but 
2 well-grounded hope of future 
happineſs in a better world. By 
this I mean, a hope, or expectation, 
in which we are warranted to reſt, 
by evidence which is fully compe- 
tent to the ſtreſs we lay upon it. 
Let us then ſuppoſe, that (added 
to our bodily afflictions) our minds 
no longer ſatisfied, our conſciences 
no longer ſilenced, with the things 
of 
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of time and ſenſe, are filled with 
terror and dread of a judgment to 
come. We ſee, as it were, an holy 
Gob whom we have offended, an 
holy law which we have broken; 
how ſhall the breach be healed ? 
how ſhall our peace be made ?— 
Our imaginations, which, when 
we were in health, could pleaſe us 
with their excurſions into various 
ſyſtems of ſelf-confidence, are now 


confined within, and gather terror 


from what paſſes there, Our rea- 
fon would preſent us comfort from 


its own conclufions ; but we ſhall 
find its premiſes are falſe—1t wilt 


exalt MERCY at the expence of jus- 
TIcE—and, being biaſſed by our 
wiſhes, flatter us with knowing, 
what none but Heaven itſelf can 

teach 
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teach — how mercy and truth can 
meet together — how righteouſneſs 
and peace can kiſs each other x. 
But in all in vain'! 

The ſting of death is fin; ibe 
ſtrength of fin is the lau. The lad 
worketh 'wrathF—i1t reveals to us 
the wrath of God. againſt all un- 
righteouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men . 
—1tlays us undera'c#r/eh, but can- 
not deliver us from it. The more 
we call in aid our own obedience to 
ſatisfy it, the faſter it binds us over 
to condemnation. All is imper- 
fect, ſhort of what the law re- 
quires, and therefore ſinful; for all 
unrighteonſneſs is fin. 1 John v. 17. 

* Pf. lxxxv. 10. + Rom. iv. 15. 


t Rom. i. 18. S8 Gal. ii. 10. 
55 But 
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But when we view our actual tranſ- 


greſſions, which are more in number 


than the hairs of our head, then our 
hearts will fail us, and we ſhall be 


like David, Pl, lxxxvii. 8. where 


he ſays, I am ſhut up; I cannot 


come forth. So Paul, Gal. iii. 22. 


The Scripture hath concluded all 
under fin—ovinaucy—ſhut them up 
together, as in à priſon. 

Now, Sir, ſuppoſe yourſelf in 
this condition, (and you will cer- 
tainly be in a much worſe, if you fee 
not yourſelf in this, before you 
die)—your friends come to com- 
fort you; one brings you an ac- 
count of a Saviour, who was © a 
mere man ”'—*< the ſon of Fojeph 


”-P(. x1, 12. 


129 
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and Mary, naturally engendered 
of the offspring of Adam, and, of 
courſe, © naturally weak, fallible, 
% peccable, as yourſelf, or any 
« other man,” and tells you that 
he lived about 1787 years ago, 
was a great teacher of morals, and 
ſet a good example: that he © is 
” not preſent with us—it 1s not in 
ce his power to help us—and there- 
« fore no object of prayer;” and 
that the idea of atonement for fin is 
© a corruption of the Goſpel.” 
Another comes and tells you of 
a creature, which he calls a created 
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God, a ſort of Deus minorum gen- 
rium. This being 1s © not the pro- 
ce per object of prayer,” ſays he; 
« he is not continually preſent 

| ce with 
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« with, us, and a witneſs to all 
« our thoughts and deſires 2. 


« Then he can have nothing to 
« do with the ſorrows of my 


cc wretched heart —ſay you. 


O but, replies your low Arian 


friend, „ he made an atonement 
ce for, ſin,” — What, ſay you, one 
creature atone for another !—+*© My 
« heart recoils at the idea!“ — 


Obſerve, Sir, Lam now ſuppoſing 
you to be awakened to ſome reat- 
ſenſe of the evil of fin, which you 


will eaſily perceive” (and this by 


your own. feelings) that your 


friend, be he high or low Arian, 


is not; and this, becauſe he knows 


nothing of the obligatory nature 
of the divine law upon every crea- 


See Letters, p. 113. 
K 2 ture, 
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ture, be he ever ſo high, to obey it 
for himſelf; and, therefore, that 
no created being can deſerve or 
merit for others. 

Methinks J hear you, in the an- 
guiſh of @ wounded ſpirit*, intreat- 
ing ſuch friends to depart; telling 
them, as Job did his, chap. xiii. 4. 
Ye are forgers of lies; ye are all 
phyſicians of no value; miſerable 
comforters are ye all ! chap. xvi. 2. 
—Leſt I make this letter too long, 
1 will here break off, leaving what 
is here ſaid to your ſerious medi- 
tation. My next letter will be 


my laſt ; after which, you will have 


no farther trouble from, 
3 1 R, 
Yours, &c. 


Prov. xviii. 14. 
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SIR, | 
AVING gotten rid of your 


left in company with a ſtill worſe; 
I mean, your own miſerable, diſ- 
conſolate, * deceitful, and corrupt- 
ed heart; every imagination of the 
thoughts of which you now are ſup- 


poſed to ſee (as the Searcher of it 


ſees it) to have been evil, cniy 
evil, and that continually. Gen. v1. 
5. and viii. 21.— With David, 
when he was led to trace the 
ſtreams of actual fin up to their 


See Jer. xvii. 9. 
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true fountain-head, natural corrup- 
5 tion, you will confeſs yourſelf a 
tranſereſſer from the womb *,—Be- 7 
bold ! I was ſhapen in wickedneſs, * 

and in fin did my mother CONCEIVE ; 

mne f.— Tou will know that the law 

is ſpiritual, but that you are carnal, 

fold under fin. Rom. vil. 14. This 

will account for all your oppoſi- 

tion to God, in thought, word, 

and deed; and prove to you, that 
every book which you have pub- 

f liſned againſt the antient Goſpel, 
has been produced by the ignorance 

that is in you, through the blindneſs 

of your heart that the idol of a 

God in one perſon, which you have 


* IC, xlvii. 8. . Pſ. li. 5. 1 Eph. iv. 18. 


ſet 
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ſet up againſt the Aleim of 1/rael, is 
a creature of the imagination of the 
thoughts of your heart—and that 
your ſtepping forth, Goliah-like, to 
defy the armies of the dm IR 
the Livinc ALEIM, is a ſad proof, 
that you are naturally ignorant, as 
he was, of the danger of ſuch an 

attack... | 
In this view of yourſelf, Sir, 
you will have done with ecclefialti- 
cal hiſtorians, fathers, councils—all 
vain reaſonings, and all traditions 
of men—you will fee, that all your 
wiſdom is folly; your learning, 
1gnorance ; your beſt righteouſ- 
neſs, ſplendid iniquity ; that YOU 
are guilty, helpleſs, and hopeleſs; 
you will fee cauſe to abbor your- 
5 ſelf, 
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146 LETTER Iv, 7 
felf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, in 7 
the views of God's holineſs (ſee 5 
Job xlii. 5. 6.) and your own ſin- : 
fulneſs; and you will cry in the : 
bitterneſs of your heart, as the N 


Apoſtle did, when he ſaw all this of 
himſelf, in the glaſs of the law 
Wretched man that I am ! who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death? 
Under ſuch convictions, you will 
no longer ſpeak of the Devil, with 
an © 1f there be ſuch an extraordi- 
nary being,” or doubt the Moſaic 
account of the fall of Adam; for 
you will perceive, that you have 
actually been following Satan's 
example. He deceived our firſt 
parents*, by contradicting the 


„See Gen, ili. 4, 5. 
word 
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word of God, and promiſing them 
a ſuperior degree of wiſdom by 
following his ſuggeſtions ;—the 
very method which you have 
taken with your readers, and eſpe- 
cially with „the young men, who 
te are in a courſe of education for 
ce the Chriſtian miniſtry, at the uni- 


c verſities of Oxford and Cam- 


« bridge; whom you would per- 


ſuade, „that the popular doctrine 


« of a ſoul has no foundation in 
ce reaſon, or the Scriptures, but 
ce was borrowed from the heathen 
% philoſophy ; and is of no conſe- 
ce quence in iſſelf, or to a Chriſtian, 
« but as an argument for a future 
« life.” Letters, p. 72.—All theſe 
things will aggravate your ſorrows; 

| and, 
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will ſubſcribe yourſelf the chief of 
2 inners; 3 all your Babel of wiſdom 
and vain philoſophy will tumble 
about your ears; all the ſhrines 


which you have been making for 


your great Diana—Socinian iſm—will 
be deſtroyed, and you will be glad 


to hear of one, who is a Saviour 10 


the uttermoſt, of all that come to God 
'by him, even Jeſus Cbrift, the ſame 

yeſterday, i to-day, and for ever. God 
over all bleſſed — TT} 

I now, Sir, take my leave. 1 
have borne my teſtimony : it has 
been uſeful to myſelf, and J pray 
God i it may be ſo to others. As 
ful 9 eber. the Apoſtle 
Paul and you—He preached the 
faith 
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faith which once be deſtroyed ;—you 
are now deſtroying the faith which 
you once preached, Take warning, 
Sir, ere it be too late. 

HE THAT DESPISED Moszs' Law 
DIED WITHOUT MERCY, UNDER TWO 
OR THREE WITNESSES, 

OF How MUCH SORER PUNISH- 
MENT, SUPPOSE YE, SHALL HE BE 
THOUGHT WORTHY, WHO HATH 
TRODDEN UNDER FOOT THE SON 
OF GOD, AND HATH COUNTED THE 


BLOOD OF THE COVENANT, WHERE- 


WITH HE WAS SANCTIFIED®, AN UN- 


* He was ſanctified] i. e. /et apart, as the 
antitype of the prieſts under the law, who 
were conſecrated by putting the blood of the 
typical ſacrifices upon them. See Exod. xxix. 
20; by which was prefigured, what is here 
ſpoken 5. 
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HOLY THING®*, ANDHATH DONE DE=- 
SPITE TO THE OPIRIT OF GRACE? 

As for any thing which you may 
ſay to me, or of me, if you take 
theſe letters otherwiſe than they 
are meant, and they ſhould offend 
you, I ſhall not complain; for you 
cannot uſe me worſe, than you 
have uſed the Gop whom I pro- 
feſs to worſhip. | 


I am, 
$ TR, Ke. 


* An unholy thing.] Koe, fignifies com- 
mon, that which is in common uſe, not ſancti- 
fied, conſecrated, or ſet apart to any holy uſe. 
This is exactly the view which Socizianiſin 
would teach us to entertain of the blood of the 
covenant; that is, of the BLo0D oF CHRIST, 
ſhed, in purſuance of his undertaking in the 
covenant of redemption, for the remiſſion of 
ſins. See Matt. xxvi. 28. 
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OU will obſerve, Sir, that J 

1 have not addreſſed you as a 
miniſter * of the Goſpel. In this 
view, 

* I would juſt obſerve, that though Dr. P. 

is called a Diſſenting miniſter, yet he has en- 
tirely renounced all benefit from the Ad of 
Toleration, 1 Will. and Mary, c. 18; for that 
truly Chriſtian law, which was made for 
e the eaſe of ſcrupulous conſciences in the 
t exerciſe of religion, expreſsly exempts 
from its protection any ** perſon that ſhall 
«« deny, in his preaching or writing, the doc- 
*«« trine of the Bleſſed Trinity, as it is de- 
e clared in the 39 Articles, Sec. 17.“ See 


Art, 1. 
Dr. 
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view, a very ſtriking contraſt might 
have been drawn between you and 


St. 


Dr. P. has not only denied the doctrine, 
as declared in the 39 Articles, but declares, 
<< that every poſſible definition of it implies 
< an abſurdity ;”* nay, „ that the fac of the 
« Trinity in Unity muſt exiſt * in ſome man- 
re ner or other that every conceivable mode 
«© or manner implies an impoſlibility—and 
therefore the exiſtence of the thing itſelf 


«© muſt be impoſlible alſo.” See Letters, 
P. 27.—In ſhort, 


Gre CUM eft non _poteſt legi. 


Dr. P. is ſometimes for joining reaſon and 
ſcripture together, in matters of religious con- 
troverſy; but here /cripture is totally put out 


* This is, | 
— "To tread the high Pr1oxr road, 
And argue downward *till we doubt of Gop. 


** 


PoE. 


of 
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St. Paul; and, to ſay truth, I can- 
not recolle& a ſingle doctrine in 


| 7 which 


of the queſtion, and the Doctor exhibits on 
the ſtrength of his reaſon alone. This has 
produced an argument, which proves (and i it 
proves nothing elſe) the pride, folly, and 
ienorance of the human heart; which can 
conclude a matter to be impoſſible, becauſe a 
poor ſhort-ſighted mortal cannot conceive the 
mode or manner of its exiſtence, or even at- 


tempt to define it, without involving himſelf 


in abſurdity, 

I could wiſh the Doctor to apply certain 
queſtions, which were put, on a very ſerious 
occaſion, by Zophar the Naamathite, Fob xi. 
7. viz. Canſi thou, by Jearching (by all the 
moſt minute and curious reſearches of thine 


own wiſdom) fnd out God? Canſt thou find 


out the Almighty to perfection! i. e. ſo as 
fully to comprehend or define his eſſence, 
ways, 0 or Works . 8. It is as high as hea- 
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which you agree. No art of rea- 
ſoning that we are acquainted with, 
can 


ven, what canſt thou do? deeper than hell, 
aohat canſt thou know ? The meaſure thereof 
zs longer than the earth, and broader than the 
fea. ver. 9. 

The awful manner in which the above is 
enlarged upon by the great and incompre- 
henſible IE HOVARH, ch. xxxvin. &c. brought 
Fob (who was almoſt as righteous and wiſe, 
in his own eyes, as Dr. P.) to the very duſt. 
Behold, ſays he, I am vile; what foall I an- 


faber thee? I auill lay mine hand upon my 


mouth, Once have I ſpoken, but I will not 
anſwer ; yea, twice, but I will proceed no far- 
ther. ch. xl. 3—5.—And again, ch. xlii. J 
have uttered things that J under ſtood not— 
things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 
ver. 3.—1 have heard of thee by the hearing of 
the ear; but now mine eye ſeeth thee, ver. 5; 


auherefore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt 


and 
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can poſſibly reconcile flat contra- 
dictions; and therefore, as ſenſi- 


ble 


and aſhes. ver. 6. Go thou wretched diſputer 
of this auorla - thou that art darkening counſel 
by words without knowledge—thou, that art 


« Moſt ignorant of what thou art moſt 
ce aſſured ;?? | 


Gs thou, and do likewiſe. 


Dr. P.'s notions of Toleration are alſo very 
curious, as may be ſeen by his ſhort obſerva- 
tions on the Sermen of Dr. Purkis. — See 
Lett. p. 68—70. It may be allowed, that 
one man has no right to perſecute another, 
and that Jesus or Mahommedans have as much 
right to perſecute Chri/tians, as Chriſtians 
have to perſecute them. — But, as the Chriſtian 
Religion is part of the common law of this 
country—as (to their honour and our happine/5 
be it ſpoken) our lings are its NURSING=- 

L. 5 FATHERS, 
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ble of this, you endeavour to get 
rid of ſo powerful an opponent, by 
leſſening, 


FATHERS, and our queens its NURSING= 


MOTHERS — ſo it has been always held, 


that b laſphemy and profaneneſs, written, print- 
ed, or adviſedly ſpoken, againſt it, are indict- 
able and puniſhable ; and who ever heard, 
that puniſhments inflicted for %%, either 
by common law, or by ſtatute (See 9 and 
10 W. c. 32, which was made in the very 
zenith of civil and religious liberty, againſt 
«« perſons openly avowing and publiſhing 
«© blaſphemous and impious opinions, con- 
« trary to the doctrines of the Chriſtian Re- 
7 ligion, greatly tending to the diſhonour 
«« of Almighty God, and may prove deſtruc- 
ce tive to the peace and welfare of this king- 
e dom“) were ever deemed perſecution, any 
more than convicting a perſon of profane 
curſing and ſabearing, under 19 G. II. c. 21, 
and puniſhing him accordingly? 


- 


To 
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his authority ; for ſurely nothing 
ſhort 

To“ the Tr1UMPH or TzrvurTH, or, the 


*« trial of Mr. Elxwall, for hereſy and blaſ- 
«« phemy, at Stafford aflizes, before judge 


e Denton, Pr. 2d. —- which Dr. P. has pub- 


liſhed among his works — he ſhould have 
added that of the famous William Moolſton, 
for his blaſphemous . diſcourſes on the mi- 
* racles of our Saviour**— and the more 
modern trial of Peter Annet, for a blaſphe- 
mous libel in the weekly papers, called «© The 
« Free Inquirer,” 
Not but one ſhould think, that “ Dr. P.%s 
* works complete, at 15/7. 105. in boards,“ 


might furniſh matter for a trial at the next 


Stafford aflizes, equally edifying and intereſt- 
ing, by way of a ſecond part of the TR TVU RH 
of TRur R, if the Grand Jury of that county 

ſhould be diſpoſed to make the experiment, 
The judge, no doubt, before whom ſuch an 
T a * indictment 


leſſening, nay, even by denying 
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ſhort of this can be implied, by 
ſaying, © that he reaſons inconclu- 
*©Ravely :*” 


indictment ſhould be tried, would permit 
the publication of the trial, for the edification 
of the public, and particularly of that part of 
it, who are in a courſe of education for the 
&« Chriftian miniſtry, at the univerſities of 
«« Oxford and Cambriage.” 

However, Dr. P. makes himſelf perfectly 
eaſy on this ſcore. He owns that he 7s not 


protected as a paſtor==that he is liable to have 


all his goods confiſcated, and to be imprijoned 


for life; which, by the way, is going rather 


too far; ſee Burn, tit. Blaſphemy and Profane- 
neſs, —But He has ſuch confidence in the 600D 
«& SENSE of his countrymen, that he has little 
te doubt, but that he ſhall be ſuffered to go on 
cc as he has hitherto done, unmoleſted, promot- 
« ing by every means in his power what he 
ce deems to be important truth, though our le- 


« giflators in the laſt century woted it to be 
8 | % HERESY 
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ce ſively:“ and that“ the writings 
ce of this apoſtle abound with ana- 
« Jogies and antitheſes, on which 
« no very ſerious ſtreſs is to be 
ce laid.“ 
Fou ſeem well ſatisfied, and 
pleaſed with your opinions; and 
ſay, 


« yeRESY and BLASPHEMY—alluding, no 
« doubt, to the 9 and 10 W. c. 32. above- 
« mentioned. However, if I cannot obtain 
« a legal zoleration (ſays he) I am very thank- 
« ful for a connivance.” See Dr. P. to Dr. 
Horfley, Lett. 17. 


The Italians have a proverb, which ſays ; 


Tanto va la Capra zoppa, 
Che nel Lupo alfin 'intoppas. 


Of which we may, perhaps, one day ſee an 
experimental illuſtration, by that profound 
| Jo 3 Theologift, 
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ſay, Whether we be apt to keep 
e our opinions a longer or a 
« ſhorter time, they pleaſe us ſo 


+ a Y 
8 


This was probably the caſe with 


T heologift, that great nya r, that an- 
Folder of myſteries— 
JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, LL. D. F. R. S. 


Ac. Imre. PETROPP. R. PARIS. HoLM. 
TauRIN. AuREL. Men. PARIs. 
HaRLE M. CAN TAB. AME RIC. 

ET PHILAD. SOCIUS, 


Who moſt nobly, in one of his nottos to his 
letters to Dr. Horne, ſeems to ſpeak with 
pleaſure. of the event, in the words of the 
brave and unfortunate Achemenides. VIRs. 


EN. ut. I. 606. 


Si pereo manibus hominum, periiſſè juvabit. 


* See Gena xli. 45. 


thoſe 
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thoſe teachers among the Gala- 
tians, who were troubling and diſ- 
turbing (rapaooolis) their minds, 
by endeavouring to pervert, or 
ſubvert, and overthrow (Ye oieg he- 
Tagerar) the GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 
I However, theſe ſame teachers had 
: very little reaſon to be pleaſed 
with the zew goſpel which they 
were preaching among their hear- 
ers; for the apoſtle, in plain 
words, which can have but one 
meaning, moſt unreſervedly de- 
clares—Though ve, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other goſpel unto 
you, than that which we have preached 
unto you, LET HIM BE ACCURSED. As 
we ſaid before, ſo ſay J now again, 
If any preach any other goſpel unto 
— L4s Dou, 
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you, than that ye have received, LET 


HIM BE ACCURSED, Avaltua tw. 
You are not to be told, Sir, that 
the Gr. Aval:ua, anſwers to the 
Heb. DOIN, which denotes the ſitu- 
ation of 7hings, or perſons, devoted 
to deftrufion ; and if this be ſo, 
may it not be well worth your 
while to conſider, how far the goſ- 
pel which you preach, 1s the goſpel 


which Paul preached, and which 


the Galatian converts had at firſt 
received? Can you poſſibly have 


more reaſon to be pleaſed with 


your novel * opinions, than they 
had to be pleaſed with theirs? more 
eſpecially, as their departure from 


the goſpel which the apoſtle 


See before, p. 101. 


preached, 
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preached, fatal as it might have 
been, was but /mall, in compariſon 
of what appears in your writings ; 
in all which, not a ſingle lineament 
of the ancient goſpel is to be 
found, unleſs to be contradicted 
or miſrepreſented, 

Under theſe circumſtances, Sir, 
what can it be to you, whether 


Plotinus was born before Juſtin 


Martyr, or after him—what Ebion 
held what Cerintbus taught—whe- 
ther the Eb1onites or Nazarenes ex- 
iſted in the age of the Apoſtles hat 
were the opinions of the ſwarms 
of heretics, which infeſted the 
church, during the firſt and ſe- 


cond centuries ; of which, by the 


way, you ſeem to haye adopted 
ſome 
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ſome of the very worſt ? Suppoſe 
you can prove your opinions co- 
eval with bereſy itſelf, what can 
any, or all of thefe, do for you, 
when you are called to give an 
account of your miniſtry ? when { 
the LorD cometh with ten thouſands / 
of his faints, to execute judgment I 
upon all, and to convince all that 
are ungodly among them, of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have un- 
godly committed, and of all their hard 
ſpeeches which ungodly finners have 
ſpoken againſt Him. Jude 14, 15. 
Nor will all your wiſdom, learn- 
ing, and knowledge, how highly 
ſo ever you may rate them, furniſh. 
you with a ſingle argument, when 
you are called vpon to ſhew cauſe 
againſt 
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againſt the dreadful anathema pro- 


nounced by the inſpired apoſtle, 


if you finiſo your courſe in your pre- 
ſent opinions, which are diame- 
trically oppoſite ro every doctrine 
of the goſpel he preached, This 
he certifies was not after man, net- 
ther was he taught it, but by the re- 


velation of JESUS CHRIST. Gal. i. 


11, 12. How very widely your 
goſpel differs from this deſcription, 
you have acquainted your readers, 
too evidently, to need any farther 
explanation. 

Therefore, leaving thefs things 
to your ſerious conſideration, and 
as to other matters, leaving you, 
for due correction, to the ſupe- 
rior abilities and erudition of Dr. 


Horſtey: 
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ADD END A 


| R. P.'s Arian friend, in one 

of his letters to the Doctor, 
throws two objections in the way 
of Dr. P.'s ſcheme of making 
Chriſt a mere man; theſe are, © that 


ce he is hereafter to raiſe all the 


ce dead, and to judge the world ;''— 
« Can it be believed (ſays he) that 
ce a mere man could be advanced 
te at once ſo high, as to be above 
ce angels, and to be qualified to 
8 « rule, 
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ce rule and judge this world?“ 


Here we have one imaginer and 


reaſoner ſet againſt another. 

Dr. P. after paying his friend a 
high compliment, on“ the piece of 
cc eloquence” in which his argu- 
ment 1s delivered, proceeds to an- 
ſwer it :—As to raiſing the dead, 
de this was done by the old pro- 
« phets before Chriſt, and by the 
cc apoſtles after him. From this 
« circumſtance, therefore, we are 
« not obliged to infer that Chrif? 
« was of a nature ſuperior to that 
c of man,” 

Thus the Doctor _ over the 
firſt point. 

The ſecond—As to judging the 


| wor la, has produced ſomething ſo 


ingenious, 
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ingenious, ſo new, ſo ſublime, as to 
be unequalled by any writer that I 
ever met with, 


. 
iba. ” 4 —— Men * * 2 „ 
S — 2 * 1 
ELSE ͤ ² A ST ION SLE 7 = 1 * I 


| Ceaite Romani ſeriptores cedite Graii. 


Dr. Price argues, that Chriſt is 
not to be ſuppoled “e a mere man, 
« as it is not credible, or even po- 
« fble, for ſuch an one to be ele- 
« vated at once into ſuch a degree 
« of knowledge, as may be requi- 
« ſite to his doing this.“ 

Dr. P. with two ſtrings to his 
bow, thus ſhoots bis bolt. — Firſt, 
he anſwers, „ Whatever know- 
cc ledge may be requiſite to his do- 
ce ing this (i. e. judging the world) 
« may be as eaſily imparted by 
8 4 « God, 
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ce God, as the power of raiſing the 
ec dead. 

Secondly — © When you ws, 
ce that his qualifications for diſ- 
ce charging this office were ac- 
ce quired ſuddenly, you overlook 
te the long interval between his 
ce aſcenſion and his ſecond com- 
« ing, in which you cannot ſup- 
« poſe that he is doing and learn- 
ce ing nothing.“ See Lett. p. 141 
— : 

The old maxim, © LIVE AND 
«© LEARN, is well-ſuited to us 
ſhort-ſighted and ignorant mor- 
tals ;—but to transfer it, by im- 
plication, to the GLORIFIED RE- 
DEEMER, is a ſtretch of imagi- 
nation, a reach of thought, a 
boldneſs 
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boldneſs of invention, a depth of 
Judgment, a ſtrength of reaſoning, 
which may be ſuppoſed to con- 
ſtitute Dr. P. the admiration of 
all his friends, when they ſee 
him thus 

« From wulgar bounds with brave diſorder 

cc part, 


* And ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of 


« rt. 


Poee Eſſ. on Crit. l. 154—5. 


In ſhort, it out-Hzrops Herod *, 
and his men of war ; 

It out-SaTans Satan f and his hoſt, 
or—to ſay ſtill more, | 

It out-does Dr. P. s uſual out- 
doings. 


Comp. Luke xxlil. 11. 
Comp. Mark i. 24. 
M-  . me 
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have red overs. the letters of Da- 
VID. Levi. to. Da- RIESTLEY ,— 
This þ honeſt. © w ſeems much a- 
mazed at t Doctor s attempt * to 
5 defend Chriſtianity againſt the 
0 Jews; on ſuch principles as he 
lays down, a and can hardly think, 
that be is in -earneſt, Permit 
„me, Sir faith he) to aſk you, 
becher you; Fincerely intend, in 
cc this diſcuſſion, to defend Chriſ- 
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* tianity? For your doctrine is 
. ſo opp« lite, to what 1 always un- 


« derſtaod t0 be 4 the principles of 
that 1 muſt ingenu- 
els, I I am greatly puz- 


nity, 
xc oully* confe 
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. writer that arts, that c“ tbe mi- 
et ruculbus conception . of Jeſus does 


ce not appear to him to be ſufficiently 
ec authenticated, and that the ori- 


cc ginal goſpel of St. Matthew did 
« not contain it Cc ſet up for a 


ce defender of Chriſtianity againſt 
te the Jews! This is ſuch an in- 
© conſiſtence, as I little expected 
«to meet with in a philoſopher, 


cc whoſe ſole purſuit has been in 
ce the ſearch of truth.“ p- 8. 


And again, p. 9.— 57 I muſt 


cc however acknowledge, that you 


ce are pleaſed to declare, in plain 
ce terms, that you cc do not Believe 
ce in the miraculous conception of Je- | 
« ſus; and that you are of opinion, 
that be was the legitimate ſon of 


M2  * Joſeph. 
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ce Joſeph. After ſuch aſſertions as 
ce theſe, how you can be entitled 
ce to the appellation of a Chriſtian, 
© jn the ſtrict ſenſe of the word, 
« is to me really incomprehenſi- 
© ble.” —And p. 3o. „ If I am 
de not greatly miſtaken, J verily 
ce believe, that the honour of Je- 
_«& ſus, or the propagation of Chriſ- 
ce tianity, are things of little mo- 
« ment in your ſerious thoughts, 
ce notwithſtanding all your boaſted 
cc ſincerity,” | | 

Dr. P. “ profeſſes to write with 
ce no other view than to make 
ce proſelytes, nor indeed do I ſee 
ce ({aith he) that there can be any 
ce other rational object in writing 
cc at all.” Leit. p. 93. | 
I ſhould 
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I ſhould ſuppoſe that Dr. P. is 
the firſt who has endeavoured © to 
te defend Chriſtianity againſt the 
« Jews, by denying what the 
Jews themſelves have always un- 
derſtood to be the principles of 
Chriſtianity. 

May not Dav1p Levi parody the 
apoftle's words, Gal. ii. 14, and ſay 
to Dr. P.—c If thou, calling thy- 
« ſelf a Chriſtian, thinkeſt of 
© CarisT after the manner of the 
cc Jews, and not as do the Chri/- 
« tians, why attempteſt thou to 
« defend Chriſtianity againſt the 
« Jews #7” 

However, this /pirit of making 
PROSELYTES to the opinions and 


doctrines of men, under a notion 
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of converting them to truth, being 
ſet at work by human pride, is very 
reſtleſs; like its raTHER it goeth 
about, ſeeking whom it may devour — 
itſelf may be looked upon as the 
parent of all ſeckarian zeal ; we fee 
it operating very ſtrongly in cer- 
rain ſectaries of old time, Matt. 
xxili. 153 through all ages of the 
church ever ſince; and never will it 
ceaſe, until the fares and the wheat 
ſhall be finally and everlaſtingly 
diſcriminated, by THE 6; GREAT T FUDGE 
of ALL, | | | 
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